R.J. Konezyk 


| 


spe Sa 


ble c i 
ae a Jt 


Return 
of the 


Temple 


R.J. Konezyk 


© 2021 R.J. Konczyk. All rights reserved. 


This work is not to be sold or reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system or transformed in 
any manner. 


Printed by the Baha’is in the United States of America. 
Pueblo, CO. 


A Melchizedek Publication. 


He is described as having "on his head...many diadems" and "a 
name inscribed which no one knows but himself...and the name by which he is 
called is the Word of God." 


At the very center of the nation of Israel stood the Temple with its primary function as an academy or 
house of study — the Bet Midrash, the same house of study that Abraham had been educated in by Shem. 
From the Bet Midrash the populace would learn of the One True God and of His plan for the 
establishment of a divine earthly kingdom. 


Rabbinical literature relates that Shem was the youngest of Noah's three sons, however, he was always 
named first, as he was the most important of the three. As the ancestor of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
Shem possessed the priestly robes given unto him by Noah who had inherited them from Adam. 


The rabbis identify Shem with Melchizedek, King of Salem, who is termed "a priest of the 
Most High" who came to meet Abraham after he had defeated the four kings. 

So it was. When Abraham returned from the war, Shem, or as he is sometimes called, 
Melchizedek, king of righteousness, priest of God Most High, and king of Jerusalem, 
came forth to meet him with bread and wine. And this high priest instructed Abraham in 
the laws of the priesthood and in the Torah, and to prove his friendship for him blessed 
him and called him the partner of God in the possession of the world, seeing that through 
him the name of God was first made known among men.' 


With this blessing, Abraham became enrolled into the academy of Shem, or Melchizedek, where he was 
taught the law and the full plan of God as revealed by Adam. Abraham had discovered the one true God 
on his own although surrounded by a pagan world. He looked to the stars for guidance until God called 
upon him not to do so. "Thereupon God raised Abraham above the vault of the skies, and He said, "Thou 
art a prophet, not an astrologer." ? 


As a minor prophet, Abraham received his enlightenment from the Manifestation Adam, by studying in 
the academy of Shem, the high priest Melchizedek. 


He first studied three years by himself, afterwards, by the command of God, he was 
taught by Shem until he became so wise that he composed the Sefer Yezirah. Then God 
appeared to him, took him to Himself, kissed him, and called him His friend [el-Khalil/, 
and made a covenant with him and his descendants forever.’ 


As antediluvian paganism had spread throughout the lands, the knowledge and belief in an invisible 
Creator had been defended and kept alive by only a few, Shem, King of Salem, Eber, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. It is with Abraham that God gives a two-part Covenant; that from him would arise a line of kings 
and a multitude of nations. From Abraham’s wife, Sarah, we have the birth of Isaac and Jacob. From 
Jacob’s wife, Leah, we have Levi and from Levi, Moses. The emergence of the Twelve Tribes of Israel 
out of Egypt and their subsequent unification under the leadership of Moses appears as a great turning 
point within the evolution of humankind. 


As the intermediary between God and man, Moses stood as the first human temple through which the 
people received the Law as revealed on Sinai. Knowing his earthly existence to be limited, Moses 
transferred his intermediaryship into the form of a tabernacle, the embryonic Temple of the one to be built 
out of stone by Solomon. This tabernacle was divided into two rooms, the outer sanctuary, or Holy Place 
and a second inner room or Holy of Holies, the Most Holy Place. It was in this inner room where the Ark 
of the Covenant was placed — the Covenant and laws of Moses. Only the high priest could enter this inner 
room and read from the scrolls. When Moses appointed Aaron, his brother, as the first high priest, he was 
charged with being the educator of the people. High or Gavohah means great and priest, Kohen, means 
educator. Aaron educated others of this tribe, the Levites, whose function was to educate the people of the 
nation and perform other priestly duties. 
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The Temple also served as a house of justice — Bet Din. This is where the Sanhedrin of the seventy met as 
a court for all of Israel. Through the teachings of the high priesthood, this court was guided by the laws of 
Moses to make decisions that were just in the sight of God and in this manner all the difficult problems of 
the Israelite nation were solved. 


Unlike our present day where we find a church or synagogue on nearly every corner, the nation of Israel 
had only one Temple. The reason for this was to show the people that there is only one God and thus the 
Temple served as a focal point of unity, the very heart of the nation. Only one individual, a descendant of 
Aaron could stand as the high priest at any one time thus assuring there could be no division in thought 
concerning the one God. If the people had the Temple and the high priesthood, their nation could call 
upon the very Presence of God among them. It was the unifying factor between God and man after the 
passing of Moses. The Temple was also given the name "Lebanon." 


Because of its atoning power, the Temple bears the additional name of Lebanon, "that 
which makes white," because it cleanses Israel from sins (lebanon is thus connected with 
the Hebrew laban, "white"), and also because it forms the heart (leb) of the people 
(Midrash Lev. 1). * 


With the high priest, the Ark of the Covenant and the Holy of Holies, the Temple became the dwelling 
place of God, which in Hebrew was called the Shekinah, considered to be the presence of God Himself. 
Known as the Divine Presence, it is described as the glory, splendor, or light of God. 


Since God is infinite and invisible and thus cannot be known in essence, the Shekinah refers to His 
presence in Manifestation or Revelation. God Himself did not dwell in the Ark. Moses, while alive, was 
the Presence of God and yet he was not God. In Jewish literature the Shekinah is also described as the 
Holy Spirit, and thus Moses, having the Holy Spirit, was able to perceive the Thought of God (logos) and 
reflect it in a Revelation. This is symbolically noted in scripture as the burning bush — the heart of Moses 
was on fire, which in Hebrew is Urim, accurately translated as "Revelation." After Moses' death, the 
Shekinah, or Presence of God, was then transferred to the Temple within the Holy of Holies upon the Ark 
of the Covenant. This was where the words that Moses spoke (the Revelation of the Torah) were 
preserved. In receiving this Revelation, the people who entered into the Law and Covenant of the Torah 
became sons of the Covenant and thus the Revelation of Moses was the Manifestation of God to all Israel. 


As long as the high priest, the Ark of the Covenant and the Holy of Holies were intact, the Shekinah was 
within the hearts of the people of Israel. If at any time just one of these three essentials were to be 
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removed, then the Presence of God could no longer dwell among them. 


As the generations under Moses and Joshua, the first judge and establisher of Israel, died off, new 
generations, lacking any strong form of central government, lapsed into periods of idolatry. Only under 
the strong hand of the judges was Israel kept from extermination by her surrounding enemies. During the 
days from the period of the judges to the United Kingdom of Israel under David and Solomon, there 
existed a temporary merging of the offices of judge and priest under the prophet Samuel. The promise 
concerning an eternal priesthood and an eternal throne would ultimately merge in the Messiah, a 
descendant of David. This merger, however, occurring with the appearance of Jesus of Nazareth, a 
descendant of David and a high priest after the order of Melchizedek, did not conform to an earthly 
kingdom. Thus, both the Messiah and the high priest must return. 


With the appearance of the Manifestation of Moses, the institution of the High Priesthood is first 
established, thus assuring spiritual unity among the twelve tribes. Although Shem was considered "a 
priest of the Most High," inheriting the Revelation of Adam and then transferring the high priesthood unto 
Abraham, such an institution as established by Moses never existed previously among a nation of people. 
Shem was only an individual defending the teachings of Adam, the worship of the One True God from 
the apostasy of Nimrod, while from Abraham's seed all the nations of the world would receive the 
understanding of the One God. 


Knowledge of the one God is kept alive by only a select few: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
know Him, as do Melchizedek, King of Salem, Job, and his friends who are evidently 
thought of as belonging to patriarchal times. It is only in the time of Moses that 
monotheism becomes the faith of an entire nation of Israel. We know of no other 
monotheistic nations, nor of monotheistic individuals outside of Israel, in the ancient 
world. We may say therefore, that the empirical history of monotheism does not antedate 
the rise of Israel. ° 


Through the anointing of David by the prophet Samuel, a kingship is then ordained, and under this strong 
leadership, David molds the tribes into a single powerful nation. It was not until the reign of Solomon, 
however, whereupon Israel attained its greatest height and renown. 


Seven years after David was anointed king over Judea, he was anointed king over all of Israel. He then 
takes the fortified city of Jebus or Jerusalem, making it the nation's capital and removes the Ark of the 
Covenant and the Tent from Shiloh where Joshua had placed it. He brings it to Jerusalem where he plans 
to build a Temple as a permanent home for the Ark. It is unto David that God makes a Covenant 
concerning his descendants. 


Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days 
are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will rise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a 
house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.° 


Psalms 89 reiterates the Covenant unto David, a Covenant that God will not alter. 


I will not violate my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. Once for all 
have sworn by my holiness, I will not lie to David. His line shall endure forever, his 
throne as long as the sun before me. 


The above passage demonstrates that the offspring of David, those of David's seed, will sit upon the 
throne, for it was "David's genius that made the chosen dynasty, city, and temple into permanent symbols 
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of the religion of Israel’ David's time spent in war, however, left him little rest or time to establish a 
permanent temple. This task was left to David's appointed successor, Solomon, who thus had the Temple 
constructed and placed therein the Ark of the Covenant. Under the reign of King Solomon existed the 
golden age of Israel. His fame for wisdom and justice was known throughout many nations and it was 
common in those days for kings to send precious gifts, often a daughter, as a token of their allegiance. 
The wives of Solomon numbered 700 along with another 300 concubines, foreign women who did not 
worship the One True God of Israel, a violation of God's Covenant. He built for them pagan temples and 
having bowed down to Ashtoreth (Semiramis) and Milcolm (Nimrod), God took his kingdom away from 
him. 


Therefore the Lord said to Solomon. Since this has been your mind and you have not kept 
my covenant... I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. 
Yet for the sake of David your father I will not do it in your days but will tear it out of the 
hand of your son. However, I will not tear away all the kingdom; but | will give one tribe 
to your SOM, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have 
chosen. 


The Blessing, the first part of the three-part Covenant of Moses, was fulfilled under the reigns of King 
David and Solomon. Solomon had now violated the Covenant by worshipping pagan gods, thus, the 
second part of the Covenant of Moses would be fulfilled, the Curse. 


Under Solomon's sons Rehoboam and Jeroboam, the United Kingdom of Israel was divided and declined 
from its greatness. The ten northern tribes (Israel) were conquered and taken into captivity by the 
Assyrian, Shalmaneser V in 721 BC. "For the sake of David" the two southern tribes formed one tribe, 
Judah, and were taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, in 606 BC, and again in 586 
BC, when Jerusalem was burned and the first Temple destroyed, thus ending the kingdom of Judah. 


With the fall of Israel, a new and different age had dawned, the age of classical prophecy, spanning a 
period of nearly 300 years. There is also a tremendous amount of eschatological prophecy associated with 
this period. 


Isaiah does not regard Assyria as just another passing episode. There is a divine plan 
discernible in the turbulent events of the time. The affliction is intended to chasten Israel, 
but this is not its ultimate meaning. Isaiah envisions the disturbances of his day as the 
prelude to a cosmic revolution, in the remaking of all mankind...the return thus becomes 
a promise, an eschatological certainty, part of the divine plan or the End of days...the 
glory of the Davidic dynasty shall be restored. The new kingdom shall be righteous and 
peaceful; its king will be “a branch from the stock of Jesse.” 


Within this divine plan, the Old Testament prophets spoke of the appearance of two Messiahs, male 
descendants of David. One was portrayed as a humble servant who would be rejected, despised, and 
killed. Isaiah chapter fifty-three provides a graphic portrayal of this “suffering Messiah.” The portrait 
given for the second Messiah would be a direct male descendant of David, reunite the twelve tribes of 
Israel who had been divided and taken into captivity and reestablish in the visible world the Davidic 
Kingship that had been preserved first in Babylon and then in the mountainous district of Nur in 
Tabaristan. Hal Lindsey writes that "These two portraits of the Messiah presented such a paradox that the 
rabbis at least a century before Jesus of Nazareth was born theorized that there would be two 
Messiahs."" To the Jews, it was inconceivable that these two portraits could be within the same person as 
presently given within Christological doctrine. For those before Jesus' day the suffering Messiah would be 
one who would regenerate society, saving them from sin by giving up his life as an example, thus making 
him a “spiritual savior”. The second Messiah would be a Prince of peace and through his teachings usher 
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in an age free from war and injustice. The mission of the two Messiahs was entirely different, therefore, it 
would necessitate the appearance of two distinct individuals. 


According to Scripture and Jewish literature, the “suffering Messiah” would appear first before the King- 
Messiah. He is mentioned in Jewish literature as Messiah ben Joseph or Messiah, son of Joseph. He 
would come from upper Galilee and rule over Israel for not more than three years. He would go from 
Galilee to Jerusalem where he would be slain by the evil Armilus, his body left unburied in the streets for 
forty days and then the Temple would be destroyed. 


Jesus of Nazareth did come from Galilee, his father’s name being Joseph. His ministry lasted three years 
and he was crucified in Jerusalem. His body, meaning his teachings, were rejected by the Jews and were 
therefore dead for forty years (each day as a year, Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34). For forty years after 
his death, the Apostles proclaimed the crucified Christ as the suffering Messiah, and thus the true 
uncorrupted body of Jesus’ teachings were exposed until 70 AD when Titus destroyed the Temple and 
laid waste the city of Jerusalem. With the appearance of Jesus, the Jews were expecting to be free from 
the yoke of Roman oppression. Such expectation was shattered with his crucifixion and as recorded by 
Luke; "We had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel," "' the promise of redemption seemingly went 
unfulfilled. 


While Christian theology teaches the return of Jesus Christ, the Jews await the King Messiah, to again 
have the Presence of God among them by placing the Ark of the Covenant in their Temple and regather 
all the twelve tribes of Israel. The King Messiah would be a descendant of the exiled kings of Israel. In 
598 BC when Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem, he had Johoiakim killed. His son, Jehoiachin, 
ascended the Davidic throne in 597 and submits to Nebuchadnezzar, opening the gates to Jerusalem. 
Nebuchadnezzar plunders the Temple and takes into captivity several thousand of the upper classes. 
Jehoiachin is imprisoned in the dungeons of Babylon and Zedekiah made a “puppet” king over Judah. 
The prophet Jeremiah continues to warn the people their stay will be a long one and they should submit to 
Babylon. His warnings go unheeded and in 588, Zedekiah revolts against Babylon. In 586, Nebuzaradan, 
the captain of the guard, returns to Jerusalem and has it completely burned. The Temple and palaces are 
ravaged, the walls torn down and the remaining populace exiled. Zedekiah is taken in chains to Babylon 
where he dies in prison. 


Jehoiachin, although still imprisoned, was still the legitimate heir to the Davidic throne. He suffered in 
prison for 37 years and upon his release settled in an area outside of Babylon known as Nehardea. He 
retained his kingship being exalted above all others within the Babylonian court. The throne of David was 
set high above “the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon.” '” The true line of Davidic kings 
would never return to Jerusalem. Ancient Jewish authorities write that Jehoiachin was the first exilarch in 
Babylonian captivity. In time, these Davidic kings in exile (exilarchs), would be safely preserved beyond 
the Elborz Mountains in Tabaristan. 


This exilarchate, or Resh Galute, Hebrew for “prince or head of the exile,” was the continuation of the 
succession of Davidic kings, a male-sperm descendant of King David and were thus the “branch” or 
“scion of David.” The Jews thus regarded him everywhere as the inheritor of the Davidic promise, the 
throne of David. Jehoiachin was the last Davidic king to sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem and the 
first in a long line of succession to sit upon the throne in Babylon, given the further promise that from his 
descendants would arise the King Messiah. 


By way of reward for his countenance he [Jehoiachin] was blessed with distinguished 
posterity...the Messiah himself will be a descendant of his."? 
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Moses Maimonides, the most important Jewish authority on the Law and religion since Moses, 
recognized the exilarchs as the legitimate genealogy from David through which the Messiah must appear. 
He also explained that if one were to deny the coming of the Messiah as a real person descended from 
David through the royal lineage from Solomon and the exilarchs, they would be apostatizing their faith. 


The Jew, unless he wishes to forfeit his claim to eternal life by denial of his faith, must, in 
acceptance of the teachings of Moses and the prophets down to Malachi, believe that the 
Messiah will issue forth from the house of David in the person of a descendant of 
Solomon, the only legitimate king and he shall far excel all rulers in history of his reign 
glorious in justice and peace. Neither impatience nor deceptive calculation of the time of 
the advent of the Messiah should shatter his belief." 


Although a descendant of David, Jesus was not of the direct line of kings, rather, he was a descendant of 
Nathan, Solomon’s brother. Furthermore, during His ministry, there was a descendant of David in the 
world. He was not a descendant of Jehoiachin and thus could not sit upon the throne of David here on 
earth. It was the mission of Jesus the Christ to atone for iniquity, sacrificing Himself on the cross to free 
the people from sin. Jesus came so those who turn toward God and receive the profusion of His bounties 
are saved from attachment to sin, obtaining everlasting life, delivered from the chains of bondage, and 
attaining to the world of liberty. Freed from the vices of the human world they are then blessed by the 
virtues of the Kingdom. “This is the meaning of the words of Christ, 'T gave My blood for the life of the 
world,' that is, I have chosen all these troubles, these sufferings, calamities, and even the greatest 
martyrdom, to attain this object, the remission of sins.” '’ This remission of sin is a detachment from the 
physical or human world and the attraction to the divine world. He did not come to reestablish the twelve 
tribes of Israel or restore the Temple. Jesus was the mediator between God and man, whose revelation 
was in the potency of the “Son,” not the literal Son of God. Jesus could only obtain the title of Christ 
through his father Joseph who was a male descendant of King David. Paul stated that Jesus was a flesh 
and blood descendant from the sperm of King David and designated the Son of God. 


Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed [sperma in Greek] of 
David according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the 
spirit of holiness” [i.e., the Holy Spirit].'° 


The Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Luke both point out that Jesus descended from King David 
through Zerubbabel who was not of the kingly line of descent. After the Babylonian captivity of Judah, 
the kingly line of descent continued through Shenazzar and not through Zerubbabel. For this reason, Jesus 
stated that his kingship was not of this world and thus he could not establish the Kingdom of God on 
earth. He taught us to pray for the coming of the kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.” Jesus was given 
the throne of David to establish as the center of the Kingdom of God on earth forever through his 
Revelation, but He could not sit upon the throne in the visible world. The gospel of Jesus is the message 
of the coming of God's Kingdom on earth. 


Jesus revealed the gospel of the coming Kingdom of God for the Gentiles to inherit. Gentiles, according 
to the Israelites, consist of all people other than the Israelites. 


Many scholars believe that Jesus' prophecy that his followers would see the abomination spoken of by 
Daniel was fulfilled with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. However, Jesus prophesied this 
abomination of desolation would continue from the time Jerusalem was "surrounded by armies" "until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled." 
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"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has 
come near...and Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.""” 


The "times of the Gentiles" began when Jesus' gospel of the Kingdom of God was given unto the Gentiles 
by the apostles. Paul explained that the times of the Gentiles would be fulfilled when they completely 
inherit the Kingdom of God and the throne of King David, which is described by Paul as "Christ being in 
the Gentiles." 


"I want you to understand this mystery, brethren; a hardening has come upon part of 
Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles come in, and so all Israel will be saved; as it 
is written, 'The Deliverer will come from Zion [the Throne of King David], we will banish 
ungodliness from Jacob; and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their 
sins.' As regards the gospel [of the Kingdom of God] they [the Israelites] are enemies of 
God for you [the Gentiles] sake...""* 


"...the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel [of the Kingdom of God] ...this grace was given, to 
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ [the Davidic Kingship], and, to 
make all ag see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things..." 


"_..the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now made manifest to his saints. To 
them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles and the riches of the glory 
[Baha,] of this mystery, which is Christ in you [the Davidic Kingship among the 
Gentiles], the hope of glory."”° 


The eternal Cause of God is for all nations to comprise the Kingdom of God on earth centered around 
King David's throne, which is established through the coming of the King Messiah. It is the Throne of 
God on earth forever according to the Covenant given unto David. 


As the mediator of a new Covenant, Jesus could not enter the Temple for He was not a high priest after 
the order of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi. Jesus was of the tribe of Judah and nothing in the writings of 
Moses was said regarding a high priest being of that tribe. He was, however, designated a high priest after 
the order of Melchizedek. “And being made perfect he became the source of salvation to all who obey 
him [meaning obedient to His words, for as Jesus said, “It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no 
avail; the words I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63)|, being designated by God a high 
priest after the order of Melchizedek.”*' Paul again writes that Jesus entered the sanctuary in heaven. 
“For Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven 
itself...” Jesus thus placed His revelation in the heaven of prophecy, cleansing the sanctuary in heaven 
with His death on the cross. 


From the heaven of prophecy, the King Messiah appears and the return of Jesus as high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. They are not one and the same person. In answering the apostles question 
concerning the latter days; "Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
close of the age?", Jesus said: "Take heed that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, 
saying, 'I am the Christ’, and they will lead many astray."”? Here Jesus warns that the coming Messiah 
would not be himself, that is, he would not come with the name Jesus, but another. The word “Christ” is 
the Anglicized form of the Greek Christos, which is none other than Messiah ben David; he who is a 
descendant of David. It is a title conferred upon a particular prophesied individual, not a last name. 
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The generally accepted view by theologians related to events occurring in the later days, or “end times,” 
centers on a theology of the “rapture” of the church. “The church age is a dispensation, which contains 
no prophecy except for that of the rapture.”’”* The rapture is said to bring to completion the process of 
salvation and sanctification and there are notable distinctions between the rapture and Second Advent of 
Jesus Christ. As noted above, the very words of Jesus show this concept to be erroneous. There is no 
second advent of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, salvation was complete with the sacrifice of Jesus upon the 
cross. 


Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, 
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ has 
entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but unto heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself 
repeatedly, as the high priest enters the Holy Place yearly with blood not his own; for 
then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, 
he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself (emphasis mine).74 


Paul explains that unlike the high priest who went into the Holy Place yearly to atone for the sins of the 
people, Jesus the Christ appeared once to “atone for iniquity” with His death on the cross. This was His 
mission as given in scripture. “Seventy weeks of years are decreed concerning your people and your holy 
city, to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity.”” This prophecy as given 
within Daniel is part of the prophesied proofs for the appearance of Jesus as the Christ. 


All things in this world have a criterion. If we want to know how much something weighs, we use a scale. 
If we want to know how fast we are driving, we look at the speedometer; how hot or cold it is, a 
thermometer, so forth and so on. God had a criterion to let us know if one who claims to have been sent 
by Him is authoritative. His Manifestations come with proofs, prophesied name, prophesied address, 
prophesied date, and prophesied mission. The prophet Isaiah gave the name in which Jesus was to appear 
— Emmanuel, meaning “God with us.” Matthew states that “thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall 
save his people from their sins.” Both names are reflected within Jesus. Isaiah showed the one who was 
to come would be the mediator between God and man, being the speaker of the Word, which are the 
Thoughts of God as given in a Revelation. Through His revelation the people would be saved through 
obedience to His Words, and thus forgiven of their sins. Thus, Jesus came for the salvation of the people. 
His prophesied address is given as Bethlehem, found in Micah 5:2. Bethlehem was the city of David and 
used to show that Jesus was a descendant of David. The prophesied date is found in the book of Daniel, 
the “seventy weeks of years.” 


Christian theology uses a portion of these years for the “rapture” and the coming of an antichrist. We are 
told that the “term ‘rapture’ refers to Jesus Christ descending from heaven to the earth’s atmosphere in 
order to give resurrection bodies to the dead in Christ first and then immediately doing the same [for] 
those who are alive on the earth at the time of His descent. At that time, He will deliver the church from 
the wrath of God which will [be] poured out on planet earth during the seventieth week of Daniel.””° The 
seventieth week is said to refer to the final seven-year period of the full seventy weeks. It will take place 
sometime after the rapture and begin with the appearance of the antichrist. 


Daniel first records a period of seventy weeks and as each day is a year this equals 490 years. He then 
divides this period into seven weeks (49 years), sixty-two weeks (434 years), and one week divided in 
half (34 years each). Daniel also gives a distinct starting time: “Know therefore and understand that from 
the going forth of the word to restore and build Jerusalem...” This edict was given by Artaxerxes in the 
year 457 BC. It took 49 years for the rebuilding and then there is an interim period of 434 years bringing 
us to the last seven years or “week of the covenant” divided in half. There is no zero year, thus 483 years 
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from the date 457 gives us the year 27 AD. This is the year John the Baptist began his ministry. Three and 
a half years later, in 30 AD Jesus was baptized by John at the river Jordan. This is when Jesus received 
the Holy Spirit and the full revelation of God. Jesus saw his ministry and the cross. At this point, the 
practice as instituted by Moses of sacrificing animals upon the altar ceased. Jesus was the sacrificial lamb 
and three and a half years later, in the year 34 AD, Jesus was crucified on the cross. Our faith then in 
Jesus the Christ as the suffering Messiah, the one who brings us salvation from the chains of bondage to a 
physical world is founded upon proof and evidence, built upon solid ground, for a house that is built upon 
sand cannot stand. Jesus said: 


Not every one who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day [meaning a future time] 
many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?” And then will I declare 
to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers. Every one then who hears 
these words of mine [His words are spirit and life] and does them will be like a wise man 
who built his house upon a rock; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat upon that house [trials and tribulations], but it did not fall, because it had 
been founded upon the rock [proof and evidence]. And every one who hears these words 
of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the 
sand; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it.”?” 


“Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to 
destruction [spiritual death], and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow 
and the way is hard, that leads to life [spiritual life], and those who find it are few.”?8 


70 Weeks of Years 
490 Years 


7 WEEKS 62 WEEKS WEEK OF THE COVENANT 
49 years 434 years — aninterim period 3 1/2 years 3 1/2 years 
Rebuild Jerusalem From the rebuilding to the last week aa ee 
Order of Artexerxes (49 + 434 = 483 years) -—27AD 30 AD 34 AD—~ 
John the Baptist Jesus Crucifixion 


457 BC 


The attempt to use the last week of the prophecy for the coming of an antichrist, obliterates the very 
proofs for the coming of Jesus the Christ. The term “antichrist” means to be against Christ or against his 
being the Messiah. The antichrist is a false religions system and does not refer to one single individual. 


The Jews are still very much aware they are under the curse and patiently await the coming of the King 
Messiah to reestablish the Ark of the Covenant within the Temple ”’ and to regather the twelve tribes of 
Israel. This regathering is part of the mission of the King Messiah. 


I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will 
gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one 
nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all: 
and they shall no more be two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms 


15 


any more at all...And David my servant shall be king over them; and they shall have one 
shepherd; they shall also walk in my judgements, and observe my statutes, and do them 
(emphasis mine). *° 


Jesus the Christ did not fulfill this prophecy, and although He was the mediator of a new Covenant, He 
could not enter the Temple on earth as he was not a descendant of Aaron but of the tribe of Judah and 
being designated a high priest after the order of Melchizedek, a higher order than the Levitical priesthood, 
He entered the sanctuary in heaven once and for all with His death on the cross. 


The regathering and reestablishing of Israel is not possible without the return of the Temple. As 
explained by Paul, it is a Temple that is not built by hands. This was the true Temple, for that which is 
made with hands is only a copy. Since the true Temple is in heaven, it returns from the heaven of 
prophecy, and must include all its elements, the sanctuary, the Holy of Holies, the Ark of the Covenant, 
and the high priest after the order of Melchizedek. Only through the explanations and commentaries of 
the high priest, or high educator, will all the world know the true meaning of God’s Covenant, the time of 
the Gentiles will be fulfilled and then the end will come. 


When Moses gave his Covenant unto the people it consisted of three parts, the blessing, the curse, and the 
regathering. The blessing was fulfilled with King Solomon. Israel did become a great nation and at the 
center of the nation stood the Temple. 


“And if you obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments 
which I command you this day, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of 
the earth. And all these blessing shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice 
of the Lord your God.””*! 


Moses then warns the people that if they turn from obeying the laws they will be cursed. 


“But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his 
commandments and his statutes which I command you this day, then all these curses shall 
come upon you and overtake you...And the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one 
end of the earth to the other; and there you shall serve other gods, of wood and stone, which 
neither you nor your fathers have known (Deut. 28:15, 64)... Therefore be careful to do the 
words of this covenant, that you may prosper in all that you do (29-9)... Nor is it with you 
only that I make this covenant, but with him who is not here with us this day as well as with 
him who stands here with us this day before the Lord our God (29: 14,15). Beware lest there 
be among you a man or woman or family or tribe, whose heart turns away this day from the 
Lord our God to go and serve the gods of those nations (29:18). 


From the very beginning God had a plan. 


Remember the far past, For Iam God alone. I am God and there is none like me, I who tell 
the end from the beginning, and from of old what is to be, saying, “My purpose shall stand, I 
carry out what’er I choose,...I have said it, I will do it, I will carry out my plan.”*? 


Within the plan of God would appear the coming of two distinct “Messiahs,” one the “Suffering Messiah” 
and the other the “King Messiah.” Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of the suffering Messiah. Christ 
sacrificed himself so that man may be freed from the imperfections of the physical nature such as hate, 
anger, jealousy, greed, etc., and become possessed with the virtues of the spiritual nature. Christs 
teachings highlighted the spiritual nature in man, through which the bounties of the light can shine. This 
is why He stated: 
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lam the bread of life.... This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that a man 
may eat of it and not die [spiritual death]. I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven [heaven of prophecy]; if one eats of this bread he will live forever (eternal life).** 


The Word of God and the reality of Christ are sanctified from time. The appearance of the Word of God 
in human form existed in perfect beauty and splendor. All that man could know of God at that time was 
expressed in the words spoken by Jesus. Jesus expressly stated that the words He spoke were not His 
own. "For I have not spoken on my own authority; the Father who sent me has himself given me 
commandment what to say.... What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has bidden me."** In the book of 
Acts it is written: 


Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 
works and wonders and signs which God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 
know — this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men® (emphasis mine). 


The “Word of God” as it appeared in human form became subject to the contempt and cruelty of the 
people. It was for this reason that Jesus stated, "...and now O Father, glorify thou me with thine Own self, 
with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was."*° The Word of God, eternal in perfect beauty, 
became visible through the power and wisdom of God manifested within the person of Jesus. Within this 
physical reality the Word became oppressed, a captive of the ignorant and malicious, and was eventually 
put to death. From the fourth century AD, we have been presented with an illogical and erroneous 
message that Jesus the Christ was the literal son of God. The title Son of God was the name of the 
revelation of Jesus. It is not referring to his physical body. Jesus was designated the first-born and only 
begotten Son of God because he was the first to receive and accept the Word of God through the Holy 
Spirit. His revelation was the only revelation given unto humanity with the designation being the Son of 
God and those who accepted his words also became sons of God. Paul explains in his letter to the 
Galatians in the New Testament that believers in Jesus were "Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to 
promise (the Covenant)."’” When people believed in Jesus’ teachings, they were grafted into God’s 
family on earth and were called “sons of God.” 


The reality of God remains far removed from our own finite comprehension. His Infinite, Invisible 
Essence could not reduce itself nor be confined within a finite physical world. For God to have descended 
into the condition of mortal man would be equivalent to imperfection. 


God’s Covenant made unto Abraham consisted of two parts; kings and many nations, meaning from his 
descendants would come the kings of the many nations within the kingdom of God on earth. The kings 
would be no other than the descendants of King David. God made a strong Covenant with David, saying: 
“T will make him...the highest of the kings of the earth...his line shall endure for ever, his throne as long 
as the sun before me.” Also, “of the increase of his government...there will be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and over his kingdom, to establish it...from this time forth and for evermore.’** Jesus the Christ 
did not bring an earthly government. The only thing he said about government was “render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s.”*? It was not in the plan of God for Jesus the Christ to bring or establish an 
earthly spiritual government, the kingdom of God. 


There are two “Christs” prophesied. Moses foretold the coming of these two Christs while he was leading 


the Israelites out of Egypt. They were complaining of having no water, so God directed Moses to strike a 
rock with his rod. 
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Now there was no water for the congregation [of Israel]; and they assembled themselves 
together against Moses and against Aaron... And the glory of the LORD appeared to them, 
and the LORD said to Moses, “Take the rod, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron 
your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water; so you shall give drink to 
the congregation and their cattle.” And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he 
commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock and 
he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?” 
And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his rod twice; and water came forth 
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their cattle. ’’*° 


This is a parable where the rock and water symbolize the Israelites’ thirst for spiritual wisdom. Paul 
explained that both the rock and water were supernatural or spiritual, and the rock represented the title 
“Christ.” 


I [Paul] want you to know brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the 
same supernatural [spiritual] food and all drank the same supernatural [spiritual] drink. For 
they aa from the supernatural [spiritual] rock which followed them, and the rock was 
Christ.? 


Jesus’ role was of the suffering Messiah, and although a descendant of David, He could not sit upon an 
earthly throne as He was not of the kingly line of descent from Solomon. As the sacrificial Lamb, he 
returns as a Lamb “as though it had been slain” (Rev. 5:6), and as the high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek. Paul wrote in some length about the order of Melchizedek. In his letter to the Hebrews, Paul 
explains that for a little while Jesus was made lower than the angels. “But we see Jesus, who for a little 
while was made lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for every one.’”’” This means Jesus was subjected to the 
physical world where he tasted suffering and death. “Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in 
every respect,” that is being made of flesh and blood, Jesus “partook of the same nature, that through 
death he might destroy him who has the power of death... so that he might become a merciful and faithful 
high priest in the service of God, to make expiation for the sins of the people “(emphasis mine). Jesus 
had to be tempted and suffer to assist those who also were tempted. This does not infer that Jesus was 
with sin. He took the sins of the people upon Himself, that through His suffering and sacrifice, the people 
would be saved. 


The high priest chosen from among the descendants of Aaron, the brother of Moses, was appointed to act 
on behalf of men in relation to God. Because they were with sin, the high priests offered sacrifices for 
their own sins as well as for the sins of the people. This honor was not one taken upon himself, but was 
decided by God. Jesus the Christ “did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by 
him who said to him, ‘Thou art my Son, today I have begotten thee’; as he says also in another place, 
‘Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek’’’** After He was baptized by John, Jesus was 
tempted, and yet, even after foreseeing the cross and His crucifixion, He abided by the Will of God, 
sacrificing Himself for the good of the world. Without this sacrifice, the King Messiah, the return of 
Christ could not be made manifest. 


In the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew the disciples wanted to know when He would return. They asked 
Him three questions. (1) When would he return, (2) what the sign would be for his coming, and (3) when 
the close of the age would be. Jesus first warns them not to follow false Christs coming in His name. 
Then He tells them to turn to the book of Daniel. “So when you see the desolating sacrilege spoken of by 
the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand).” Jesus does not give them an 
answer. He tells them to turn to the book of Daniel where he writes of the desolating sacrilege, which is 
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given in verse thirteen of the eighth chapter. 


For how long is the vision concerning the continual burnt offering, the transgression that 
makes desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be trampled under foot? 


The abomination, or transgression that makes desolate, refers to the practice of the Jews having bowed 
down to idols, and because of which, their kingdom was taken away. The people were taken as captives 
and the city and Temple were completely destroyed. Daniel then writes: 


And he said to them, “For two thousand and three hundred evenings and mornings; then the 
sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.” 


A recent comment was given that stated the following: 


It will be reconsecrated 2300 evenings and mornings from the time that the daily sacrifice 
ceased and the abomination that causes desolation is seen standing where it is not supposed 
to be. In 70 AD the daily sacrifice ceased and has not been revived since. This was also the 
year the abomination was last seen before it was totally destroyed. That means it will be 
rebuilt then reconsecrated in 2370 AD. The prophet Daniel wrote it in his book. 


In response this was stated: 


You are interpreting evenings and mornings as years. We should try to take them literally 
first. 


The key to our understanding the 2300 evenings and mornings as referring to years is given in the book of 
Numbers, chapter 14, verse 34. 


According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for every day 
a year, you shall bear your iniquity, forty years, and you shall know my displeasure. 


Again, in Ezekiel 4:6 it is written, “forty days I assign you, a day for each year.” Scripture tells us that 
each day is as a year. It is the same as the seventy weeks of years in Daniel, which equals 490 days or 
years. God does not change His SOP, standard operating procedure. 


Regarding 70 AD as the year in which the daily sacrifice ceased would mean we then have to deny the 
purpose or mission for Jesus’ coming, i.e., to “atone for iniquity.” When Jesus received the Holy Spirit at 
the river Jordan in 30 AD, the daily sacrifice ended as Jesus was the living sacrifice, the sacrificial Lamb 
whose blood cleansed the sanctuary in heaven with His death on the cross. There was no longer the need 
to sacrifice an unblemished animal upon the altar. We would also have to deny the words of Jesus when 
He said that the abomination of desolation would continue from the time Jerusalem was “surrounded by 
armies” “until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 18:20-24). The "times of the Gentiles" began 
when Jesus' gospel of the Kingdom of God was given unto the Gentiles by the apostles. Paul explained 
that the times of the Gentiles would be fulfilled only when they completely inherit the Kingdom of God 
and the throne of King David. This inheritance could not be fulfilled until after the second advent of 
Christ, the King Messiah, when the true Temple, that is, not made by hands, is made manifest. 


The 2300 evenings and mornings is thus 2300 years. The abomination that makes desolate ended when 
King Artaxerxes gave the order to restore and rebuild Jerusalem in 457 BC. The sanctuary could not be 
restored without the shedding of blood and the Ark of the Covenant had been lost and thus the Temple 
could not house the Presence of God. The Jews still remained apostate. From the order given to the birth 
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of Christ there are 456 years and when this number is subtracted from 2300 we arrive at the year 1844. 
This is the year that closed the age of prophecy and opened the age of fulfillment. In this year, the one 
who was prophesied to come began his mission and with his death and 10,000 of his followers, the 
sanctuary on earth was cleansed with the shedding of their blood. We can thus say that his revelation was 
in the potency of the sanctuary. All that the prophets had spoken from this point on would be fulfilled in 
God’s own time, for God does whatsoever He pleases. 


From the beginning of time, God's plan has unfolded within the pages of history. Hidden away in that 
plan was one who would arise and bring the truth of God's Glorious Covenant. He is the Lamb spoken of 
in scripture, a high priest after the order of Melchizedek, along with many other names. In the following 
passage, the Lamb is described as being an 'arrow,' ‘hidden’ in the quiver. 


Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far. The Lord hath called me from the 
womb, from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. And he hath made my 
mouth like a sharp sword [his explanations and commentaries], in the shadow of his hand hath 
he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me.* 


In the beginning of the third chapter of Zechariah it is written: “Then he showed me Joshua [Jesus] the 
high priest standing before the angel of the Lord.” This chapter gives the proofs for the return of Jesus as 
high priest after the order of Melchizedek. He is also known as Jesus the Lamb, the Knight on the white 
horse in the book of Revelation, and the Teacher of Righteousness as written within the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Jesus does not return as the Christ and is not a Manifestation. He comes to establish the New Covenant, or 
revelation that is given by the King Messiah, which is none other than the kingdom of God on earth. Jesus 
returns to establish his father’s kingdom. Zechariah also writes that he comes as a judge. “Thus says the 
Lord of Hosts; If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you shall rule my house and have 
charge of my courts.” Prophecy shows that he is a descendant of the tribe of Dan, which means judge. In 
the book of Genesis Jacob [Israel] gathers his sons together to give them blessings. While addressing 
Judah he says: "Judah is a lion's whelp, from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he 
couched as a lion, and as an old lion, who shall rouse him up? " (Genesis 49:9) This prophecy is for the 
two Messiahs or Christs that would be descended from Judah. Jesus is the lion's whelp by being the son, 
and the father is the old lion, the King Messiah. Further Jacob says: "Dan shall judge his people, as one of 
the tribes of Israel." [49:16] This blessing makes reference to Jesus the high priest on his return having 
power to judge the courts as a descendant from the tribe of Dan. The words of Moses, when he is blessing 
the tribes of Israel, clearly shows that the return of Jesus the high priest is from Dan and not from Judah. 
"And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his 
death...And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp." (Deuteronomy 33:1-22). In scripture, Jesus the Christ 
is descended from King David, who is of the tribe of Judah, which fulfills the blessing of Jacob that Judah 
would be a lion's whelp. When Jesus returns, not as the Christ, but a high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek, he is from the tribe of Dan. Moses thus called Dan a lion's whelp and Jacob said Dan would 
be a judge. Within the Qumran Texts note is made that Melchizedek is portrayed as being over the final 
judgment. 


[And it will be proclaimed at] the end of days concerning 

the captives as [He said, To proclaim liberty to the captives 
(Isa, Ixi, 1). Its interpretation is that He] will assign them to 
the Sons of Heaven and to the inheritance of Melchizedek... 
For this is the moment of the Year of Grace for Melchizedek. 
[And h]e will, by his strength, judge the holy ones of God, 
executing judgement, as it is written concerning him in the 
Songs of David...And your ELOHIM is [Melchizedek, who will 
save them from] the hand of Satan. 
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We could render a portion of this passage as being; "and your JUDGE is Melkizedek," clearly showing 
that it would be a specific person, one who saves the elect (holy ones) from the hands or designs of Satan. 
From the Hymns we read that the Teacher of Righteousness has "been a snare for sinners, but healing for 
all those that are converted from sin" (II, 8-9), and concerning the day of judgment; "For Thou wilt 
condemn in judgement and all those who assail me, distinguishing through me the just and the guilty" 
(VII, 12); the just being those who believe in him, and the guilty, the incredulous. A similar verse 
appears in The Thanksgiving Psalms: "...separating by me the righteous from the wicked." In the 
Testament of Levi, we read that God shall "raise up a new priest. And to him all the words of the Lord 
shall be revealed; and he shall execute a righteous judgement upon the earth for a multitude of days." We 
are given a description of one who reveals "all the words", a priest who shall execute "righteous 
judgment", who is as well "an interpreter of Knowledge concerning the marvelous Mysteries", "the man 
by whose mouth" God would establish “the teaching", "...the Priest whom God placed in the House of 
Judah..." to teach and establish the Law. It is through this individual that the world will be judged. 


And the Lord shall judge Israel first for their unrighteousness...And then shall He judge 
all the Gentiles ...And He shall convict Israel through the chosen ones of the Gentiles... 
(Testament of Benjamin, Il, 8-9) 


The tribe of Judah was given the scepter of power and authority, and the lawgiver until the coming of 
Shiloh as prophesied in Genesis 49:10. Then the authority would pass from Judah and be given to Shiloh, 
who is the return of Jesus the Lamb and high priest after the order of Melchizedek. In I Corinthians, Paul 
writes: 


For in Adam [physical death] all die, so also in Christ [Jesus] shall all be made alive. But each 
in his own order: Christ [Jesus] the first fruits, then at his coming [second] those who belong to 
Christ [Jesus, the land]. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom of God the Father, 
after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put 
all enemies under his feet. "For the last enemy to be destroyed is [spiritual] death. For God has 
put all things in subjection under his feet.” 


The prophecies of a King Messiah, a universal Messiah, one who at the close of the age would bring a 
message of peace and unity, as well as His establisher, is found within writings of all the major faiths in 
the world. 


In the Hindu faith, the King Messiah is known as the ninth Avatar as he is the ninth Manifestation and the 
root. His establisher is the tenth Avatar, the ha eretz (the land) or the Avatar Kalki, which literally means 
the knight on the white horse who has the flaming sword and appears at the end of the age for the final 
destruction of the wicked, the renewal of creation and the restoration of purity. 


Within the Zoroastrian faith, the King Messiah comes as the Shah Bahram (King of Glory) his establisher 
is the Saoshyant. He arrives at "Frashokereti", the end of the present state of the world when existence 
will be 'rehabilitated' and 'made splendid.' He is known as Astvatereta, who is foretold to "appear in the 
third and final millennium." The word means "he who embodies truth," and he will be "brandishing a 
weapon with which he kills the powerful enemies of the world of truth...He and his comrades will engage 
in a great battle with the forces of evil, which will be destroyed." He comes "at that time (when) the dead 
[spiritually dead] will be resurrected." 


Within Buddhism, the King Messiah comes as the fifth Buddha, Amitabha, and his establisher as the 
Maitreya. Arabic has its roots in Sanskrit and "baha" and "abha" mean the same thing; "splendor, light, 
and glory." Amitabha is "infinite light" in Sanskrit. “Amitabha is particularly important, not as a savior 
figure, but as one of the five primordial, self-born Dhyanit Buddhas [Manifestations] ...his color is red, 
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(and) his sacred symbol ‘ba' or ‘ah'" The Matreya is a bodhisattva, which means "enlightenment being" 
and not a Dhyani Buddah or a Tathagata Buddha, which are Manifestations. The bodhisattvas are 
dependent upon the Buddhas or Manifestations. The Maitreya comes at the end days to establish the 
teachings of Amitabha. It is the "Maitreya who would mark the fulfillment of Buddha's law, as well as the 
establishment of universal peace and concord." 


The Maitreya has a very specific job. To establish a just civilization, he is to "preside over the Dragon 
Flower Assembly and bring about a new era." This is intrinsically connected with the idea of the 
Maitreya as the Cakravartin that comes from the "Sanskrit cakra, 'wheel', and 'vartin'’, one who turns. This 
wheel is like the wheel described in the first chapter of the book of Ezekiel. The wheel represents the 
kingdom of God on earth and "the axis around which its institutions revolve” are the provisions found 
within the revelation of the King Messiah. The Cakravartin is the one who turns the wheel or establishes 
the wheel. 


The Cakravartin is described as "knowing this wheel to be a call to unify all peoples, the king leads his 
armies out in all directions to the farthest horizons, all the way to the universal ring of mountains 
(cakravala) that lie beyond the oceans and that mark the final edge of the concentric world." He is "borne 
upon the atmosphere by flying white elephants and horses, he ends all strife and suffering as he brings all 
people everywhere under his virtuous rule." Here the Cakravartin is depicted with a white horse showing 
yet another parallel between the Buddhist prophecies and the Kalki (white horse of Hinduism) as well as 
within scripture for the return of Jesus as the knight on the white horse recorded in the book of 
Revelation. 


In the Qur'an the Moslems are told to obey the books of Moses and Jesus but the clergy tell them these 
books are corrupt and so they are veiled from the truth: "Say: 'We believe in God, and in what has been 
revealed to us and what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and in (the 
Books) given to Moses, Jesus and the prophets, from their Lord: We make no distinction between one and 
another among them, and to God do we bow our will (in Islam).'" 3:84 


Jesus is specifically and undeniably prophesied to come at the Day of Judgment, and no Muslim can 
refute the clarity with which this is spoken of in the Qur'an. "4nd (Jesus) shall be a sign (for the coming 
of) the Hour (of Judgement): 'Therefore have no doubt about the (Hour); but follow ye Me: this is a 
Straight Way." 43:61 The footnote for this states: "This is understood to refer to the second coming of 
Jesus in the Last Days just before the Resurrection, when he will destroy the false doctrine's that pass 
under his name.” 


Again it is written: "And there is none of the People of the Book [the Muslims] but Must believe in him 
before his death; And on the Day of Judgment He will be a witness against them." 4:159 The footnotes 
clearly name the "he" as Jesus and go on to speculate about his death and return. So here Muhammad tells 
the Muslims they must believe, and he foretells they will be misguided by their clergy, thus Jesus will be 
"a witness against them." In the sura called Ya-Sin, a parable is set forth by Muhammad telling the 
Islamic people of three apostles or prophets which come to a city sent by God. When the people reject the 
first two, they tell the third, "Ye are only men like ourselves; and (God) Most Gracious sends no sort of 
revelation: Ye do nothing but lie." 36:15 Clearly this is a prophetic parable for the Islamic world of today. 
They do not think God will send another Revelation even though it is clearly foretold in their book. They 
reject the return of Jesus and then God deals with them exactly as He prophesied through the Qur'an and 
all the holy books. "Jt was no more than a single mighty Blast and behold! they were (like ashes) 
quenched and silent. Ah! alas for (My) servants! There comes not an apostle to them but they mock him! 
See they no not how many generations before them we destroyed? Not to them will they return: But each 
one of them all — will be brought before us (for judgment)" 36:29-32. 
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Muhammad again prophecies of the one to come at the end times. “Say. 'T know not whether the 
(punishment) which ye are promised is near, or whether my Lord will appoint for it a distant term. He 
(alone) knows the Unseen, nor does He make any one acquainted with his Mysteries,--Except an apostle 
whom He has chosen..." 72:25-27. 


This apostle whom He has chosen is Jesus upon his return. 


Before the appearance of the high priest, the cleansing of the sanctuary on earth had to have been 
accomplished first and also the coming of the King Messiah. His revelation is in the potency of the Holy 
of Holies with the Ark of the Covenant, that is the New Covenant revealed by the King Messiah. The high 
priest returns as Jesus the high priest after the order of Melchizedek. With the sanctuary being restored to 
its rightful state, the appearance of the King Messiah in the Holy of Holies, His Covenant and the coming 
of Jesus as high priest after the order of Melchizedek, the Temple not made by hands is restored. The 
tabernacle of Moses and Temple of Solomon were but copies of the true Temple that comes from the 
heaven of prophecy. The Jews are well aware that they are still under the curse and await their King 
Messiah to regather them and restore the Temple, which they believe is to be made of mortar and stone. It 
is impossible for them to rebuild their Temple as the Mosque of Omar stands over their Temple site. If 
they were to destroy it there would be a war with Islam of unprecedented proportions. 


From the prophecy given by Daniel, we understand that the 2300 evenings and mornings is 2300 years 
and from the order to restore and rebuild Jerusalem in 457 BC, we arrive at the year 1844. 


In the book of John, chapter ten, verses one, two and seven, Jesus prophesied the name in which he would 
return. 


"Verily, verily I say unto you, he that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold...is a thief 
and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep...l am the 
door of the sheep." 


Jesus did not speak English, rather, a dialect of Aramaic. The word for “door” or “gate” in Aramaic is 
Bab and in verse seven Jesus refers to himself as being this door. In verses seventeen and eighteen he says 
that he lays down his life of his own will. However, in Luke 22:42, while praying in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus plainly states that it is not of his own will that he is to be crucified, it is the Will of 
God. Therefore, he was not speaking of himself in the above verse. He was referring to another individual 
altogether, one who would appear in the world whose title was that of the "Bab," and according to Daniel, 
would make his appearance in the year 1844. 


To understand the appearance of this individual we need to have a greater understanding of the role of 
Muhammad and Islam within the plan of God. 


Attempts are made by Christian scholars to completely eradicate the Davidic Throne through the sons of 
Jehoiachin, claiming that the heirs to David now descend from the daughter of Zedekiah. However, the 
throne of David can only be passed on to a male descendant through the royal line of kings from David 
and Solomon of the tribe of Judah. While the blessing of a birthright had been given unto Ephraim and 
Manasseh, the "scepter" (throne) remains within the house of Judah. Prophecies were given relating to 
their re-gathering in the latter days, which is the third part of the Covenant of Moses. As Jesus the Christ 
did not fulfill this prophecy, it must therefore be fulfilled with the second coming of Christ. Jesus is 
descended from Zerubbabel who was from a non-reigning branch of David's family. While Jehoiachin 
had seven sons, "His three older sons (as shown by recently published cuneiform documents), Shealtiel, 
Malchiram, and Pedaiah, all died before Jehoiachin appointed his successor. Jehoiachins's fourth son 
Shenazzar became the next king, and head of the Davidic family."*° Zerubbabel was either the son of 
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Shealtiel or Pedaiah, neither of whom were ever appointed by Jehoiachin as the succeeding king. 


Ancient Jewish authorities write that Jehoiachin was the first Exilarch in Babylonian captivity and that 
Nehardea was the "ancestral home" of the exilarchate.*’ This exilarchate or Resh Galute, Hebrew for 
"prince or head of the exile," was the continuation of the true succession of Davidic kings. Jehoiachin was 
the last Davidic king to sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem and the first in a long line of succession to 
sit upon the throne in Babylon. We have noted that he was given the further promise the King Messiah 
would be a descendant of his. 


By way of reward for his countenance he [Jehoiachin] was blessed with distinguished 
posterity...the Messiah himself will be a descendant of his.” 


Upon his release from prison by the Babylonian king, Evil-merodach, Jehoiachin makes his home in 
Nehardea, a small village on the outskirts of Babylon. He retains his kingship being exalted above all 
others within the Babylonian court. Thus, the throne of David was set high above "the throne of the kings 
that were with him in Babylon" (II Kings 25:28). In Nehardea Jehoiachin builds a synagogue: "Built with 
stones and earth brought from the site of the Temple [in Israel]. The temple was called shaf ve-Yaativ, 
i.e., [the Divine Presence has] removed [from the Temple in Israel] and settled in this place." ” The 
sovereignty of David's throne was now protected in Nehardea; a sanctuary for David's promise, thus the 
Shekina or Presence of God now resided in Nehardea. 


Know then first of all that when the Israelites went into the exile with Jehoiachin, and 
craftsmen and smiths as well as prophets were among them, they were brought to 
Nehardea, where Jehoiachin and his companions built a synagogue from the very stones 
and dust that they had brought there with them from the place of the Temple in order to 
fulfill the word of the Scripture: "For Thy Servants take pleasure in her stones and love her 
dust".... The spirit of the Lord was with them, as we say in the Talmud, "Where does the 
spirit of the lord rest in Babylon? ... Samuel says: "In the Synagogue Shaf-ve-Jativ." ~° 


After the permission to return to Palestine, there is scant evidence concerning the status of the 
Jewish community of Babylon during the first century. Later tradition emphasized the continuity 
of the Babylonian community; the Seder Olam Zuta set forth a line of exilarchs back to the 
deported Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), who was the last of the kings of Judah. The Jews in Babylonia 
lived in large numbers and by the time the Parthians arrived had lived under Babylonian, 
Achemenid, and Seleucid rule for more than four centuries. They remained by choice long after 
their forced exile with very few returning to Palestine when given the opportunity. 


The Parthians, an Iranian people, were originally a nomadic tribe called the Parni. The Arsacid 
dynasty was founded about 240 BC by Arsaces, and all subsequent rulers bore that name. Then 
the Parthians rapidly inherited the portions of the empire east of the Euphrates. (Mithridates I, the 
real founder of the Parthian Empire, ascended the throne in 171.) 


From around 120 BC to their fall in 224 AD, the Parthians treated the Jewish settlements well. Aside 
from graft, corruption and many political intrigues, the Jews and Parthians remained on good terms for 
many generations. The Parthian royal family of Adiabene even converted to Judaism circa 30-40 AD. 
The Jews were able to survive for a long time and preserve their heritage and distinct customs. This 
situation would change under the Sasanians. 


As with all nations and empires the days of Parthian rule were numbered and in 224 AD, Ardashir 
Papakin overthrew the Parthians and established the Sasanian dynasty. While the Sasanians trace their 


ancestry back to Cyrus the Great, known in their language as Bahman ibn Isfandiar, they are in fact 
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further descended from Abraham and his wife Keturah. Zoroaster was a descendant of Abraham and 
Keturah having appeared in Persia around 1000 BC, around the same time that King David reigned over 
Israel and Judah. Zoroaster had only daughters and one married the King whom Zoroaster had converted 
to believe in the One True Invisible God. The Sasanians had a prophecy that from their descendants one 
would come who would ultimately rule over all the earth thus the Sasanian rulers of Persia were not as 
friendly toward the Jews and exilarchate as the Arsacid Parthians had been. 


A younger brother of his, Huna V (465-470) served as Exilarch until 470, when he was 
slain during the fierce persecution of the Jews by the Magians [the religious priests of 
Zoroastrianism] who slew half the Jews of Ispahan, forcibly converted the Jewish children 
to fire-worship, closed the academies, and sacked the Jewish town of Sura. Only when 
Pheroses [Peroz], the Persian ruler died in 484 could the schools re-open and the Exilarch 
resume its former position under the Exilarch Huna VI (484-508).*! 


The years following saw the schools closed once again when the exilarch Mar Zutra led 400 men in a 
successful revolt against King Kavadh (Kabad). 
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During the reign of the Persian monarch Kabad, at the beginning of the sixth century, the 
country was in a state of anarchy as the result of the communist teaching of Mardak which 
favored the king. At this time the Exilarch Mar Zutra reverted against the king and founded 
an independent state, which last for seven years. Mar Zutra was finally defeated and 
crucified on the bridge of Mahuza about 520.” 


Eleven years later saw the rise of Chosroes I, Adil the Just, who reigned until 579. He was called 
anosharvan meaning "of immortal soul." He was well read and investigated all claims to wisdom and 
authority and was known to have considered Christianity to be the most advanced of religious teachings 
of his day. It was during the reign of Chosroes I that Muhammad was born (570 AD). His reign was 
marked with widespread reform and toleration for all religions and the Babylonian Jews returned to their 
normal ways of life and the exilarch was reinstated. According to Jacob Neusner, “His was the most 
brilliant epoch in Sasanian history." © 


Towards the latter part of the sixth century, an event of such atrocity occurred that virtually wiped out the 
entire family of the house of David. In February of 579, Hormizd IV succeeded to the throne after his 
father's death. History records that his succession was undisputed and that he promised to follow his 
father's policies. "He explicitly declined to persecute Jews and Christians.... As in a large territory there 
were many kinds of soil, so it is fitting that a great empire should contain many kinds of opinions and 
ways of living." °* Although Hormizd IV had promised toleration to all, having been educated in the court 
of his father by the famous Abuzurgmirih, he soon turned his back on all his father had accomplished and 
in his later years degenerated into a cruel tyrant. On suspicion that the learned Abuzurg had become a 
Christian, Hormizd IV had him put to death as well as some thirteen-thousand of the upper classes. 


It was a time of intense persecution. The cruelty and weakness of Hormizd IV allowed for his general, 
Bahram I, to seize the throne. The rightful heir to the throne was Chosroes II, considered to be the last 
great Persian King. It was during these persecutions of the upper classes in which the attempt was made 
to eradicate the royal house of David. Historically it remains rather obscure as to who conceived the idea. 
Although his father was still the king, he was weak, and due to his persecution of the upper classes had 
alienated himself from his subjects. Chosroes II saw himself as the legitimate heir and most likely took 
matters into his own hands. In 589 AD, he has all the male-sperm descendants of David put to death 
within the area of pure lineage. Could it be that God would have forsaken His Covenant unto David? By 
all outward appearances, it would appear so, for there was not one male descendant of David's royal 
house left alive on earth. The prime motivation for this eradication of the house of David was to put an 
end to the line of Jewish kings (exilarchs) seated on the throne. As mentioned previously the Sasanians 
had similar prophecies that one of their descendants would ultimately sit upon the throne and rule forever 
on earth. During the eradication, the schools were closed, and the Jews were forbidden to read their 
prophecies concerning the coming of the Messiah, which, to the Sasanians was a rival to their own. 


Unknown at the time, when Chosroes II slaughtered the house of David, there did exist one surviving 
male-sperm descendant of David kept safe within the womb of his mother. There appear a number of 
accounts and legends that testify to the miraculous survival of this child. Under "Exilarch" in the Jewish 
Encyclopedia we read of the last king of Persia, who being unfavorable towards the Jews "decided to 
extinguish the royal house of David." There was one woman of that house who had been widowed shortly 
after marriage. The story relates that the king had a dream, and in this dream, there was a beautiful garden 
(bostan) with a number of trees. The king began to uproot all the trees breaking off the branches and upon 
nearing a little root, ready to strike with his ax, an old man snatched the ax away and gave him such a 
blow that it nearly killed him. The old man was very angry and said to the king: "Are you not satisfied 
with having destroyed all the beautiful trees of my garden, that you now try to destroy also the last root?" 
The trembling king then promised that he would not harm the little root and that he would guard it 
carefully. The king could not understand the dream he had, but there was one, an old Jewish sage who 
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was able to interpret the dream. 


"The garden represents the house of David, all of whose descendants you have destroyed 
except a young woman with her unborn baby. The old man who you saw was David, to 
whom you promised that his house should be renewed by this boy." The Jewish sage, who 
was the father of the young woman, brought her to the king, and she was assigned rooms 
fitted up with princely splendor, where she gave birth to a boy, who received the name 

"Bostanai" from the garden ("bostan") which the king had seen in his dream.” 


Bostanai would have been raised in the court of Chosroes Parvez, the rightful heir and son of Hormizd IV, 
who had, according to some historians, around the year 589 AD, been assassinated by his general Bahram 
Chobin, who then usurped the throne, although others show him to have reigned until 590. Chosroes II 
regained the throne with the aid of Byzantine troops; however, the Sasanian dynasty from this time on 
experienced a rapid decline and was politically broken in the year 642 when the Arabs at Nihavend 
defeated the Persians. The history of the exilarchate during the latter years of the Sasanian Dynasty is 
scant, however, we do hear of Bostanai being recognized by the Muslims when they had annihilated the 
Persian army in 637 AD. 


The Muslims, who swept the Neo-Persians out of Babylonia in 637, recognized the Exilarch 
Bustani and even conferred special privileges upon him.*° 


Solomon Grayzel, in A History of the Jews writes: 


Just one year later the Persians were driven out of Babylonia and, after a few years more, 
all of Persia was Mohammedan. Here too, the Jews sighed with relief at the coming of the 
invaders. The reason was much the same — religious persecution. For while the 
Mohammedans were starting on their road to conquest, the Persian government, for some 
obscure reason or for no reason at all began another persecution of its Jewish subjects. 
The Exilarch at this time was a man named Bustanai. Whatever truth there may be in the 
stories connected with his name, it is known that, when the Mohammedans invaded Persia, 
Bustanai was in flight before the Persian king who had deprived him of his position and 
was seeking his life at the same time he was mistreating the other Jews. It was natural, 
therefore, for Bustanai and the Jews to welcome the overthrow of the persecutor. One 
cannot tell how much help the Jews gave to the Mohammedans. It is doubtful that the 
Mohammedans needed help, for the Persians turned out to be very weak. But the 
establishment of the Mohammedans as masters of Babylonia and Persia meant the 
restoration of Bustanai to the Exilarchate and the reopening of the academies of learning.” 


The Sasanian Empire fell completely into Arab hands in 642 AD during the reign of the last Sasanian 
monarch, Yazdigird III. Fleeing before the invaders, Yazdigird went into Khurasan where, in 651 AD, his 
own people murdered him. 


The pre-Islamic period is known in Arabian history as Jahillyya or the "era of ignorance." Its religion was 
pagan with the worship of a multiplicity of national and local gods and goddesses. The Arabs worshipped 
a special cult of goddesses, had a belief in spirits and demons, unrestricted polygamy, landlord-female 
relations, and a practice of female infanticide. 


Within two hundred years after the death of Muhammad, the Arabian Empire was the largest the world 
had ever witnessed as well as the most civilized. Wisdom from every part of the world was translated into 
Arabic and with the importation of paper from China this knowledge was disseminated throughout the 
Islamic world, i.e., the learning of the Greeks, such as the works of Aristotle and Plato in philosophy, and 
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Hypocrites and Galen in medicine. It was the Muslims who established the first university in Europe at 
Cordoba, Spain, a city of over one million people with paved and lighted streets, while those of London 
and Paris were dark and muddy. The most famous university was established in Baghdad and the second 
in Alexandria. There were numerous other Muslim universities established where science, art, medicine, 
mathematics, algebra, astronomy, anatomy, physics, and chemistry were taught. This was all at a time in 
European history when the curtain had come down on Christendom; the spirit of Christ had set and was 
unknown among the people. So dark was this night period that for three hundred years there was no 
written history in Europe and is referred to as the Dark Ages. The people had entered into fanaticism and 
priest craft; learning was regarded as evil, with all the books of learning and the sciences of Greece and 
Rome totally destroyed. Europe had descended in disease, filth, misery, and squalor, while the Islamic 
Empire had the greatest civilization known to man from any that had previously existed. 


Before Muhammad, both the Christian and Jewish faiths were known among the Arabian peoples but had 
never been adopted by them. The Meccans claimed descent from Abraham through Ishmael and tradition 
stated that Abraham had built the Ka'bah for the worship of the One God. Although still called the House 
of God the chief objects of worship there were numerous idols that were called daughters of Allah and 
intercessors. 


Within the Kaaba in pre-Muslim days, were several idols representing gods. One was 
called Allah, and was probably the tribal god of the Quraysh, three others were Allah's 
daughters — al-Uzza, al Lat, and Mina. ao 


As in other religions, there existed a belief that the time had come for the appearance of a prophet who 
would renew monotheistic worship. Those who felt disgust towards idolatry, which had prevailed for 
centuries, longed for the religion of Abraham. These seekers of truth were known as Hanafa, which 
originally meant "those who turn away,” but later came to mean to have the sense of "upright," or "by 
nature upright." 


Many Arabs had been influenced by the Messianic expectations of the Jews; they, too, 
eagerly awaited a messenger from God. One Arab sect, the Hanifs, already rejected the 
heathen idolatry of the Kaaba, and preached a universal God....°° 


Asserting the existence of a single divinity, the Hanifs, however, did not form a community; rather, they 
sought the truth by the light of their own inner consciousness. Within this framework Muhammad was 
born, having been orphaned at an early age; his father, 'Abdullah died before his birth, and his mother, 
Aminah, when he was about six years old. He was then raised by his grandfather, 'Abd-al-Muttalib and 
after his death by his paternal uncle Abu-Talib, whose son, 'Ali, Muhammad would later adopt as his 
own. He was born into the Quraysh tribe, the guardians of the Ka'bah. Unlike other wealthier clans of his 
tribe, his tribe was poor, and for a while, Muhammad became a shepherd. He also became a Hanif and at 
the age of twenty-five married Khadija, a wealthy merchant's widow, whereupon his status went from that 
of a poor shepherd to a prosperous merchant. Muhammad's new position gave him more time to pursue 
his own inclinations and for a month of every year, he and his family would retire to a cave at the foot of 
Mt. Hira outside of the city of Mecca. It was here, in the year 610 AD, while Muhammad was alone in the 
cave that he was called by God to be His messenger. 


Whilst I was asleep, with a coverlet of silk brocade whereupon was some writing, the angel 
Gabriel appeared to me and said, "Read!" I said, "I do not read." He pressed me with the 
coverlets so tightly that methought "twas death." Then he let me go, and said, "Read".... So 
I read aloud and he departed from me at last. And I awoke from my sleep, and it was 
though these words were written on my heart. I went forth until, when I was midway on the 
mountain, I heard a voice from heaven saying 0 Mohammad! Thou art the messenger of 
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Allah, and I am Gabriel.” 


For a time, Muhammad spoke only to his family and intimate friends, while the people of Mecca regarded 
him with some amusement, believing him to be a half-wit. At the end of the third year (613), Muhammad 
received the command to "rise and warn," ® speaking openly and to the public against the idolatry of 
many gods. The Quraysh then began open hostilities, persecuting the poorer disciples, unable at that time 
to threaten Muhammad directly out of fear of blood vengeance of the clan to which Muhammad 
belonged. 


But when he attacked the Kaaba worship as idolatry they [the Quraysh] rose to the 
protection of their income, and would have done injury had not his Uncle Abu Talib 
shielded him. Abu Talib would have none of the new faith, but his very fidelity to old ways 
required him to defend any member of his clan. Fear of a blood feud deterred the Quraysh 
from using violence upon Mohammad or his freeman followers.... Persecution of the 
poorer converts continued, and with such severity that the Prophet permitted or advised 
their emigration to Abyssinia. The refugees were well received there by the Christian 
king.” 


Such were the beginnings of Muhammad's mission and if judged by worldly standards, would have been 
considered a failure. During the period of the yearly pilgrimage to Mecca, Muhammad met a group of 
men who welcomed him with open arms. They were from Yathrib, now known as Al-Madinah, or 
Medina, where there lived Jewish tribes whose rabbis spoke of a prophet who would soon appear among 
the Arabs. When these men saw Muhammad, they recognized him as being this prophet described to them 
and upon their return to Yathrib, they told all of what they had seen and heard. By the end of the next 
yearly pilgrimage, "there was not a house in Yathrib wherein there was not mention of the messenger of 
Allah." * 


The following year saw a large contingent of Muslims from Yathrib vowing their allegiance to 
Muhammad and inviting him to their city. It was also at this time that the flight from Mecca was decided 
and soon those who were faithful to Muhammad began to leave Mecca unobtrusively. The Quraysh got 
wind of what was taking place and they feared that Muhammad might escape from them. Abu Talib had 
died thus affording the Quraysh the opportunity to get rid of Muhammad. However, they still had to deal 
with the possibility that Muhammad's clan would seek vengeance upon the clan of the murderer. It was 
thus decided that through the casting of lots one member from each clan would be chosen to slay 
Muhammad simultaneously. The very night the murder was to take place, Muhammad, Abu Baker, and 
"Ali left Mecca unseen and made their way to Al-Madinah (Yathrib). This flight took place in the year 622 
AD and is known as the Hijrah, the beginning of the Muslim era. Thirteen years of persecution, 
humiliation and seeming failure were over. The next ten years saw the countless victories of Muhammad's 
mission and through his teachings the Arabian people arose from their barbarism and established a great- 
civilized nation. 


From 622 until 628 AD Muhammad and his followers spent much of their time in the unification of the 
pagan tribes of Arabia and to the direct opposition of the Quraysh toward his Revelation. It is unfortunate 
that the Christian world holds the erroneous view that Muhammad was barbaric and a heathen, making 
war and oppressing the Christians and the Jews. Nothing could be further from the facts surrounding the 
establishment of Islam in Arabia. The fact that those who opposed Muhammad, oppressing and 
persecuting his followers, necessitated his defending all who accepted and adhered to his teachings, 
including many Jews and Christians. Muhammad had appeared among the most barbaric people known at 
that time and thus spoke and acted in a manner such a culture could comprehend. 
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He undertook to raise the spiritual and moral level of a people harassed into barbarism by 
heat and foodless wastes.... When he began, Arabia was a desert flotsam of idolatrous 
tribes; when he died it was a nation...which in a generation marched to a hundred 
VICIOTIES, in a century to empire, and remains to this day a virile force through half the 
world. 


What could account for thousands of Christians and Jews who, at the appearance of Muhammad, 
embraced his Revelation while today we fail to recognize his Prophethood and continually, using political 
and military power, make every effort to subjugate the Muslim peoples? Prejudicial views were well 
started during the age of Medieval Europe; "...the mediaeval Mahound developed in the West into an 
arch-heretic whom Dante consigned to a not undistinguished place in Hell." © After the reformation, 
Muhammad was viewed as a cunning and self-seeking imposter. 


One legend, widespread in the mediaeval West, even described Muhammad as an 
ambitious and trusted Roman Cardinal, who, having failed to obtain election as pope, 
sought an alternative career as a false prophet. The last traces of Western theological 
prejudice may still be discerned in the work of some modern scholars, lurking behind the 
serrated footnotes of the academic apparatus.” 


As the message of Muhammad spread outside of Arabia during the seventh and eighth centuries, 
thousands of Christians and Jews converted to Islam. The reason behind this was not solely due to the 
military power of Islam; rather, it remains attributable to the prophecies concerning Muhammad's 
appearance as related within Old and New Testament literature. 


Christians reject Muhammad because of the pretext that Jesus was the only Manifestation to appear 
basing their belief on the verse given in John 14:6. “J am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to 
the Father but by Me.” On the surface, this verse seems to say that there is no way to know God except 
through the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. Anyone claiming “Prophethood” after him would be an 
imposter. However, when we read further in the Gospel of John, Jesus states: “But when the Counselor 
comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father even the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, 
he will bear witness to me.””’ "But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
and bring to your remembrance of all that I have said to you." “ In the original Aramaic language 
spoken by Jesus, he would have said Ahmad and when translated into the Greek would be rendered as 
paraclytos, meaning "Praised One." Paraclytos was then slightly changed to "paracletos," translated in 
English as "counselor." Counselor means intercessor, which in turn can mean a person who intercedes 
with God on behalf of men. Those who intercede with God on behalf of men are God’s Messengers. They 
all speak with the same voice, the same Holy Spirit, the same Word of God. Jesus was saying that there is 
no difference between the authority of his message and the authority of the message that was to come 
after him. When Muhammad appeared, he stressed over and over that the believers must accept the 
validity of all the Messengers of God. Muhammad did bear witness to Jesus as well as to the other 
Prophets. 


Say: "O People of the Book! Ye have no ground to stand upon unless ye stand fast by the 
Law [the Torah], the Gospel, and all the revelation that has come to you from your Lord." 
69 

We also read of Muhammad addressing the prophecies as given in scripture. 
And remember, Jesus, The son of Mary, said: "O Children of Israel! I am the apostle of 
God (sent) to you, confirming the Law (which came) before me, and giving Glad Tidings of 


an Apostle to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad." But when he came to them with 
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clear signs, they said, "This is evident sorcery." ”° 


As in all instances concerning the names of God's Messengers, Jesus applied the title of "Praised One" to 
his successor. Paracletos or intercessor, as well as Comforter and Counselor are all applicable to any one 
of the Manifestations as such words convey one who is an intermediary; to give instruction, teaching, 
guidance, forewarning, to refresh or renew. Jesus prophesied the specific name in which the succeeding 
Manifestation would appear, Ahmad, Praised One, or Muhammad, which means Highly Praised. As 
Moses, the lawgiver, received the Holy Spirit at the burning bush, and the Holy Spirit descended upon 
Jesus, the Son, at the River Jordan, Muhammad, the Praised One, received the Holy Spirit in the cave of 
Hira. This was in an area known as Paran; and "he lived in the wilderness of Paran," ”' defined by the 
Bible dictionary as that area in which Ishmael lived. Hagar, Sarah’s maid, gave birth to Abraham’s son, 
Ishmael, as she herself had been without child. Hagar was not treated well by Sarah and she fled into the 
desert. God then said unto her: “Return to your mistress, and submit to her... I will so greatly multiply 
your descendants that they cannot be numbered for multitude... And God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sar’ai 
your wife, you shall not call her name Sar’ai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and she shall 
be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.””? Abraham prayed that his son Ismael 
should also find favor with God and God said to him: 


No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will 
establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 
As for Ismael, I have heard you, behold, I will bless him and make him fruitful and multiply 
him exceeansly; he shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great 
nation.’ 


Through Ishmael and his descendants signaled the spiritual dawn of the Arabian people who received a 
Revelation from God through the Prophet Muhammad. It is specific to Muhammad as it is to Mt. Faran 


(Paran; equivalent to Faran as there is no "p" in the Arabic language) where he and his followers traveled 
after peacefully winning the multitudes to Islam in 628 AD. 


From the third Surah of the Qu’ran. we read that the people not only believed in Muhammad but also that 
which was revealed "unto Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob...and that which was vouchsafed 
unto Moses and Jesus and the Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them and 
unto Him [God, Allah] we have surrendered." 


The mission of Muhammad had been prophesied to become a great nation and to bring to remembrance 
all that Jesus the Christ had spoken. By the age of Muhammad, Christianity had fallen prey to paganism, 
and although Muhammad was well disposed toward Christians —"Consort in the world kindly with 
Christians" — he admonished them for their acceptance of the trinity. 


O People of the Scripture! Do not exaggerate in your religion nor utter naught concerning 
Allah save the truth. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah.... So 
believe in Allah and his messengers, and say not "Three"— Cease! (it is) better for you !— 
Allah is only one God. Far is it removed from His transcendent majesty that he should have 
a son.” 


Muhammad taught that others who were not Muslims might be saved, and he required his followers to 
"honor the "Law" (Old Testament), the Gospel, and the Koran" for they all constitute the Word of God. 
He instructed the Jews to obey their Law and for the Christians to obey the Gospel while inviting them to 
also accept the Qur'an as God's latest pronouncement. 
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Circumstances after the passing of Muhammad play a vital role in the further development of the Islamic 
State, leading to Empire, and more importantly, although often delegated to the back pages of history, to 
the spiritual descendancy as designated by Muhammad. As Christianity declares Jesus to be God, 
therefore denying any previous or further Revelations from God, the people of Islam have erroneously 
concluded there would be no other messenger from God after Muhammad. This concept derives from 
Muhammad referring to himself as the "Seal of the Prophets." ”° 


There was great consternation in Median when Muhammad died (13 Rab‘ 11/8 June 632). 
Nevertheless, the Muslims realized at once that they would have to choose a successor to the 
dead man. His successor could not be another prophet, since it was known by divine revelation 
that Muhammad was the Seal of the Prophets, but it was urgently necessary to choose a new 
head of the community.” 


Muslims believe the teachings of Muhammad would remain forever, claiming he was the Universal 
Messenger who would unite all of humanity under one God. The Revelation of Muhammad was not 
universal, as it was directed specifically to the Arabian people. Muhammad's claim as the "Seal of the 
Prophets" was to inform the people that his Revelation closed the age of prophecy and with the 
appearance of the next Manifestation, the door to the age of fulfillment would commence. 


Muhammad's wife Khadija bore him some daughters, one of whom was Fatima, and two sons who died in 
infancy. Another son born to him by his Coptic wife, Mariya, also died. To console his grief after the 
death of his first two sons, Muhammad adopted 'Ali, the orphaned son of his paternal uncle, Abu Talib, 
and later the husband of Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad. 


Most historians fail to approach the events that surround Muhammad at his death. It was well known at 
the time Muhammad intended Ali to be his successor. Upon returning home from his last pilgrimage, 
Muhammad declared orally to his followers that ‘Ali was their master. This was not the only time 
Muhammad declared ‘Ali to be his successor. When ‘Ali was only ten years old, Muhammad had invited 
his immediate family to Islam and asked of them: 


Which of you will help me in this, and be my brother, mine executor and my successor 
amongst you? All remained silent, except for the youthful ‘Ali who spoke up: “Oh Prophet 
of God, I will be thy helper in this.” The Prophet then place his hand on ‘Ali’s neck and 
said, “This is my brother, mine executor and my successor amongst you. Hearken unto him 
and obey him.””® 


During the reign of the Umayyad dynasty, “Ali, his family and descendants were oppressed and 
‘Ali was cursed from the pulpits of the mosques. We find, however, that hadith literature of the 
Sunni Muslims, contain numerous statements showing the legitimacy of ‘Ali as the rightful 
successor to Muhammad. 


These hadiths, either taken individually or collectively, make it abundantly clear that the 
Prophet had indeed appointed Imam ‘Ali as his spiritual and religious successor and as the 
legitimate authority for the interpretation of Islam after him... Indeed the presence of such 
statements about the Imam ‘Ali’s exalted status even in Sunni literature lends support to the 
notion that ‘Ali was the true and legitimate successor of the Prophet Muhammad.” 


Gibbons writes: "The merit and misfortunes of Ali and his descendants will lead me to anticipate, in this 
place, the series of the Saracen caliphs, a title which describes the commanders of the faithful as the 
vicars and successors of the apostle of God." \n relation to his statement, after he states a few sources of 
this particular period within Arabian History, Gibbon explains: 
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Yet we should weigh with caution the traditions of the hostile sects: a stream which becomes 
still more muddy as it flows further from the source. Sir John Chardin has too faithfully 
copied the fables and errors of the modern Persians (Voyages, tom.ii, p.235-250, etc.).™° 


Upon his deathbed, Muhammad requested pen and paper to have what he had orally declared written and 
witnessed on paper. 


When he became ill and was bed-ridden, His closest and most stalwart supporters were in 
His room. He asked for paper and pen to dictate that which would keep them united. "The 
man is in delirium," said one of them; "sufficient to us is the Book of God." *! 


Pen and paper were not provided and Muhammad passed away before he could dictate that which would 
keep unity among the people. Immediately after his death, heated discussion took place to determine who 
would succeed the Prophet according to the rules of the tribes. 'Umar, during a pause in the discussions, 
paid Abu Bakr homage by grasping his hand as was the custom when a pact was concluded. This pact, a 
type of coup d'etat, was agreed upon by three men: Abu Bakr, 'Umar ibn-al-Khattab, and Abu 'Ubaida. 
Although the successorship had been thrust upon him, Abu Bakr accepted the position, assuming those 
duties and privileges of Muhammad excepting those related to his prophetic office. 


Thus the positive forces were robbed of their powers and prerogatives, while the negative 
ones ruled throughout the decades and centuries. Heedless of this event, which is recorded by 
almost all the chroniclers of the birth of Islam, many outstanding historians, even those who 
are Muslims, have disregarded this critical point, creating so many doubts with their own 
interpretations that the mirror of historical fact has become obscured and darkened.*? 


With his appointment the Caliphate was founded, "an institution which had no equivalent, and was 
destined never to have any, outside the Muslim world." ae 


From the Caliphate arose what is known as Sunni Islam, which held less regard for the spiritual 
succession of Muhammad, insisting that the Caliph, as a defender of the faith, owed his appointment to 
the choice and approval of the people. 


Since the men who elected Abu Bakr, while the populace waited outside to hear the result, 
had been Muhammad's closest associates, it became the privilege of the leading figures in the 
community (the "men who release and bind") to have the right of choosing, and the populace 
had only to ratify their decision. *4 


The Caliphate was a political institution supported by a large military. The Arabs had, while Muhammad 
was alive, recognized his authority, however, upon the usurpation of the true successorship, they no 
longer had any intention of remaining subject to Medina or paying a tithe to a caliph. This revolt was 
known as al-ridda, or the apostasy, and although it was religious in nature, history erroneously records it 
as being mainly political. 


The first task of the new regime was to counter by military action a movement among the 
tribes known to tradition as the Ridda. This word, which means apostasy in fact, represents 
a distortion of the real significance of events by the theologically coloured outlook of later 
historians.® 


Bernard Lewis states here that there was no theological question regarding the successorship of 
Muhammad. He goes so far as to state that the "later shi'a tradition of the nomination by the Prophet of 
his cousin 'Ali, who married his daughter Fatima, is certainly a forgery." °° There exists no evidence 
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within the Qur'an that would show such a tenet to be true, and Mr. Lewis offers no supportive evidence of 
his statement. Historians have, whether by design or lack of understanding, failed to show the truth in 
relation to the successor of Muhammad. 


As the head of a region, Abu Bakr possessed full executive powers and an army to support him. Based 
upon this, numerous pages have been written in relation to Islam's alarming political and military 
expansion outside the borders of Arabia. It is said that 'Umar was the real power behind the throne, and 
upon Abu Bakr's death succeeded him without serious opposition. Nearing his death and concerned about 
who would succeed him, 'Umar established a board of six electors, thus reinstituting the ancient Arabian 
idea of a tribal chief and further, had now triumphed over that of a hereditary monarch. Although the 
Caliphate claimed to be the secular and religious head of Islam and was a driving force in the 
establishment of an empire it remained diametrically opposed to the Imams which became regarded 
among the Shi'a as the legitimate and divinely ordained successors of Muhammad. 


It was now the duty, following the death of 'Umar, that one should be chosen from among the six electors 
to succeed him. The inhabitants of Medina no longer had any share in the election of the head of state. 
There were two who were considered the most favorite, 'Uthman, an Umayyad and 'Ali, the adopted son 
of Muhammad. 'Uthman was chosen over 'Ali as it was believed that he would continue to follow the 
policies as established by 'Umar, however, there remained still an even greater reason, one that had the 
potential of removing the prestige and authority of the Caliphate. 


‘Ali, inspired by a rigorous pietism, was not convinced that all the measures taken by the 
preceding caliphs were in conformity with the precepts of the Qur'an or with the actions of 
Muhammad. It is thus possible that he intended, if he were elected caliph, to make changes 
which would have prejudiced certain well-established interests.” 


During 'Uthman's reign as Caliph, he was accused of favoritism, nepotism and other various abuses. He 
was also charged with introducing into the Muslim rites certain reprehensible innovations that had no 
justification within the Qur'an or practices of Muhammad. Opposition increased in numbers, with 'Ali as 
one of its leading members. 'Uthman was murdered in 656 AD by some rioters who had broken into his 
house. With his death, 'Ali was chosen as the next head of state to whom most all the notables then in 
Medina paid homage. Not all were pleased with this choice and open rebellion against 'Ali first began 
with Talha, al-Zubayr, and A'isha, Muhammad's widow. 'Ali was able to defeat them near Basra in what 
has become known in history as the Battle of the Camel. Mu'awiya, governor of Syria and a relative of 
"'Uthman, demanded that the murderers of the Caliph should be handed over to him so that vengeance 
might be done, in accordance with the right granted by the Qur'an to the next of kin of any man who had 
been unjustly killed. 


And slay not the life which Allah hath forbidden save with right. Whoso is slain wrongfully 
We have given power unto his heir, but let him not commit excess in slaying. Lo! he will be 
helped. Fill the measure when ye measure, and weigh with a right balance; that is meet and 
better in the end.*® 


‘Ali insisted that his order for Mu'awiya to pay him homage be obeyed which Mu'awiya refused to do. 'Ali 
then went with his army to meet Mu'awiya. The two armies faced each other at Siffin for nearly five 
months and when things started looking grim for Mu'awiya a truce was called by holding copies of the 
Qur'an up on lances. In this manner, the argument was to be settled by arbitration rather than bloodshed. 
The two armies drew apart and waited for the verdict of the arbiters [the arbiters were to establish whether 
"Uthman had been "unjustly" killed or whether it was due to his own reprehensible innovations]. After 
studying the matter for months, they met and decided against Ali, but the latter protested that the verdict 
was not in accordance with the Qur'an and the practice (Sunna) of the Prophet, and he intended to resume 
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his campaign against Mu'awiya.” Because 'Ali allowed arbitration many of his followers broke away 
claiming that it was wrong for him to come to terms with those who had rebelled against him. According 
to the Qur'an, the right of judging belonged to God alone, for "...if one party of them doeth wrong to the 
other, fight ye that which doeth wrong till it return unto the ordinance of Allah...." Having lost much of 
his following, 'Ali had to abandon his advance against Mu'awiya and return to Kufa. It was now decided 
that through another arbitration a new caliph would be chosen, however, the arbiters could not come to a 
decision. In the meantime, the supporters of Mu'awiya had declared him to be the next Caliph and while 
no decision could be reached either from arbitration or election by a committee, there existed two 
successors in the eyes of the populace, 'Ali and Mu'awiya. In January 661 AD, 'Ali was murdered at the 
hands of a Kharijite, Ion Muljam, whereupon Mu'awiya, having persuaded 'Ali's son, al Hasan, to forgo 
his claim to the throne, was recognized as caliph by the majority of Muslims. Unification under Mu'awiya 
never occurred, in fact, Islam was now openly and recognizably divided into three groups. Those who 
followed Mu'awiya became al-Sunna or Sunnis claiming to be the depositories of correct and orthodox 
theories and practice. The Khawarij evolved a doctrine of their own and among Western scholars, their 
beliefs became known as Kharijism. The followers of ‘Ali, Shi'at Ali, became known as Shi'a. It is with 
"Ali where the Imamate begins, and the rightful successorship to the Prophet Muhammad. 


When 'Ali, the rightful heir to Muhammad became Imam, he was greeted in Babylonia by the Gaon Isaac 
and an entourage of 90,000 Jews. As the first Imam of Shi'a Islam, and the adopted son and appointed 
successor to the Prophet Muhammad, 'Ali knew the value of the legitimacy of the appointed succession of 
Davidic kings. 


The Resh Galuta [Exilarch] occupied a very honored position as the general 
representative of the Jewish community. According to a Christian source, he had 
precedence over the Christian dignitaries at the caliph's court.... He was addressed by 
Muslims as "Our Lord, the son of David," and as David is described in the Koran as one 
of the greatest prophets, naturally his office was surrounded by the halo of sanctity.” 


The succession of Imams in Shi'a Islam, all being appointed sons of 'Ali, was the same format as the 
succession of Davidic kings. A primary purpose of Islam was to act as a “gate” into the age of fulfillment. 
Part of the purpose of the Imams was to arrange a marriage between the heirs to Zoroaster’s lineage, and 
the heirs to the lineage of King David, and to protect David’s throne. 


One of the first lessons Muhammad taught the Arabs was to obey Moses and Jesus. Muhammad also 
spoke of David as a prophet in the Qur'an, and thus 'Ali and all of Islam were aware that the King over the 
Kingdom of God on earth would be a descendant from David. History is clear that some of the first 
Muslims were Jews, who, when pointed out to them that Muhammad fulfilled prophecies given in the Old 
Testament, called by the very name in which he was to appear by Jesus the Christ, converted to Islam as 
well as accepting the truth of Christianity. Many Christians converted to Islam for the very same reasons. 


The Caliphate, which had been corrupted by the treachery of 'Umar, was at that time being usurped by the 
bani-Umayyads by the hand of Mu'awiya. Mu'awiya was the son of Abu Sufyan, who, in 616 AD, was the 
emir or mayor of Mecca and the chief persecutor of Muhammad. It was because of Abu Sufyan that 
Muhammad had to flee Mecca and go to Medina. The Umayyad clan traced their ancestry to the 
Amalekites, the enemies of Saul and David. 


It was the purpose of God to intermarry the lineage of David with the lineage of the great Persian kings 
and thus, around the year 657 AD, the exilarch, Bostanai and the Imam 'Ali met in Babylon. As a result of 
this meeting, 'Ali gave Dara, the granddaughter of Yazdigird III, to Bostanai as his wife. He also gave the 
daughter of Yazdigird II], Shar-banu, to Husayn, the son of 'Ali, to be his wife. Dara gave birth to three 
sons and Bostanai loved them more than the sons of his Jewish wife. After the death of Bostanai, a 
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dispute erupted between the descendants of his Jewish wife and the sons of his Persian wife, Dara, for 
Bostanai had left his entire fortune and the throne of David to his Persian sons. 


During the second half of the third century, a rabbi named Geniva had tried to usurp the seat of authority 
from under the exilarch, Mar 'Uqba. Although his attempt was exposed, the poison that he had planted 
lingered on in the minds of many of the rabbis and once again they rebelled against the exilarch, 'Uqba II, 
refusing to pay the fund he was entitled to collect as king, for the purpose of guarding and preserving 
God's Covenant with the house of David.”! The rabbis, although responsible for the promotion of the 
Davidic throne, became the enemies of the exilarch. Neusner explains that the rabbis wanted to form a 
government of their own in opposition to the exilarch. 


The exilarch had publicly to respond to the criticism and hostile elements in the 
rabbinate.... Not only would the rabbis not pay their fair share of the rising imposts, but 
some of them even solicited funds, quite separate from those accruing to the Jewish 
government, for the support of schools which the exilarch in any case paid for. The rabbis 
wanted to establish a second Jewish government...” 


The exilarch continued to maintain supremacy over the rabbis, however, when the conflict arose in 
relation to the sons of Dara and the sons of his Jewish wife, the latter conspired with a faction of the 
rabbis to usurp the throne of David. They attempted to sell Dara and her sons, the legal successors to 
David's throne into slavery. Their attempt failed; however, they did gain control of the Jewish government 
for many years. The scholars of the yeshivot argued the dispute over the successorship in a Jewish court 
for over a century, by both the judges of the Jews in Babylon and the hakhamin, or Rabbis. The ruling was 
finally in favor of Dara and her sons, and in 767 AD, the dispute of the rightful successorship was 
finalized for all time and Zakkai ben Ahunai became exilarch, a fourth-generation descendant of Bostanai 
and Dara. 


The relation between Bostanai and 'Ali at their meeting in 657 shows the high regard the Muslims held 
for the Davidic king. 


The Resh Galuta [Exilarch] occupied a very honored position as the general representative 
of the Jewish community. According to a Christian source, he had precedence over the 
Christian dignitaries at the caliph's court.... He was addressed by Muslims as "Our Lord, 
the son of David," and as David is described in the Koran as one of the greatest prophets, 
naturally his office was surrounded by the halo of sanctity.” 


Under the Imams, the Shi'a had a profound respect for the Davidic kings. Writers preserved the religious 
discussions that had taken place between Bostanai and 'Ali, Zakkai ben Ahunai and Caliph Haroun ar- 
Rashid, along with the meeting between Isaac ben Moses and the eighth Imam Ali ar-Rida. Isaac was 
astonished at the superior knowledge that Imam Rida had of the laws of Moses. 


When the Chief of the Exile [Resh Galuta] came into the presence of that Luminary of 
divine wisdom, of salvation and certitude, the Imam Rida — had the Imam, that mine of 
knowledge, failed in the course of their interview to base his arguments on authority 
appropriate and familiar to the Exilarch, the latter would never have acknowledged the 
greatness of His holiness.” 


This meeting convinced the Davidic king, Isaac, to embrace Islam and upon his return to Babylon, he 
succeeded in converting hundreds of Jews to Islam (@817AD).®° Not only did Isaac accept Islam, but 
through the proofs given by Ali-ar-Rida, he also recognized the truth about Jesus of Nazareth. Having 
embraced the teachings of both Christianity and Islam (the proofs for both are given in the Old Testament 
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by Moses and the prophets), Isaac was told by the Imam to move to Tabarastan where the royal family 
found refuge with the rulers of Nur, the Padusbanians, descendants of the Sasanians.”° After the eighth 
Imam is assassinated, his descendants join the exilarch in the same region.”’ It was here in northern Iran 
where the exilarchs held high positions within the Persian government. The title exilarch, or exilarchate, 
in name, no longer resided in Babylon and appears to have disappeared from the pages of history. 


During the time of Isaac's conversion, the 
rabbis in Palestine were successful in 
leading the people away from the true 
descendancy of the exilarchate. They set up 
a bogus exilarchic figurehead while they 
took control directing the minds of the 
Jewish people away from their true king. 
We thus find the very meaning of the term 
exilarch becomes meaningless and virtually 
obliterated from Jewish history. 


. The Imams did not fair as well as that of the 
aks at es, (ha fa! Davidic kings. The bani-Umayyads did not 

Fortress built into rocks in Tabaristan want to relinquish their power and allow the 

sons of 'Ali to rule over Islam. The singular 

point of difference between Shi'a Islam and Sunni Islam concerned this successorship to Muhammad. The 
Sunnis believed that the matter should be determined by the choice of the people by election, the position 
being less than by any special divine grace. It was a matter of orthodoxy and administrative capacity. The 
Shi'as believed the successorship was a spiritual matter, an office conferred by God alone, first by 
Muhammad, and after by those who succeeded him (the twelve princes or Imams). The Shi'as were not 
the only ones who held this view of the Imamate. There were also the Baqiris and Isma'ilis and along with 
the Shi'as were sometimes known as the "Church of the Twelve." The first of the Imams, 'Ali, was 
murdered. His son, Hasan, was to succeed him, however, Mu'awiya, having first persuaded Hasan to 
forgo his claim, ordered him to be poisoned in 670 AD. Each Imam in succession was subsequently 
murdered until the twelfth. Having succeeded his father as the Imam in 260 A.H., Hasan-i-'Askari 
immediately disappeared. The Shi'as hold that he did not die, rather, he went underground and remained 
safe from those who sought to destroy him. 


During the whole period of his Imamate, i.e., from A.H. 260 till the present day, the Imam 
Mihdi has been invisible and inaccessible to the mass of his followers, and this is what is 
signified by the term "Occultation" (Ghaybat). After assuming the functions of Imam and 
presiding at the burial of his father and predecessor, the Imam Hasan-i-'Askari, 
disappeared from the sight of all save a chosen few, who, one after the other, continued to 
act as channels of communication between him and his followers. These persons were 
known as "Gates" (Abvab)...Of these "Gates" the first was appointed by the Imam Hasan-i- 
‘Askari, the others by the then acting "Gate" with the sanction and approval of the Imam 
Mihdi. This period, extending over 69 years—during which the Imam was still accessible by 
means of the "Gates," is known as the "Lesser" or "Minor Occultation" (Ghaybat-i- 
Sughra). This was succeeded by the "Greater or "Major Occultation" (Ghaybat-i-Kabra). 
When Abu'l-Hasan ‘Ali, the last of the "Gates," drew near to his latter end, he was urged by 
the faithful (who contemplated with despair the prospect of complete severance from the 
Imam) to nominate a successor. This, however, he refused to do, saying, "God hath a 
purpose which He will accomplish."”° 
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It was prophesied that the Imam Mihdi would return in a thousand years. As the time approached, there 
appeared an individual who began to utter his protest against that which had befallen Islam. 


He observed how those who professed the Faith of Islam had shattered its unity, sapped its 
force, perverted its purpose, and degraded its holy name. His soul was filled with anguish 
at the sight of the corruption and strife which characterized the Shia sect of Islam...he 
vehemently appealed not only to Shi'ah Islam but to all the followers of Muhammad 
throughout the East, to awaken from the slumber of negligence and to prepare the way for 
Him who must needs be made manifest in the fullness of time, whose light alone could 
dissipate the mists of prejudice and ignorance which had enveloped that Faith.” 


Shaykh Ahmad-i-Ahsa'i set out to teach all who would listen and prepare them for the dawn of a new 
dispensation. One other individual of note also set out in search of the promised Qa‘im, meaning "He who 
shall arise," a title designating the promised One of Islam. After having conversed with Shaykh Amad, 
Siyyid Kazim became one of his most ardent disciples. These two men, ignoring personal risk of 
persecution or death, taught their followers three main articles of faith. (1) The rescue of the spiritual 
interpretation of the Qur'an, which had become obscured in the superficial reading from the strictly literal, 
which to the souls and minds of the people was veiling them from the truth. (2) The ascent of Muhammad 
to heaven was a spiritual event and not a literal journey. (3) They believed not in the resurrection of the 
material body but in the resurrection of the soul, the spiritual body. The followers, known as the Shaykhi, 
were directed to prepare themselves by prayers and purification of their hearts so that they could 
recognize the Promised One. They believed the "Coming" was imminent and they became increasingly 
convinced that he was already on earth. After the death of Shaykh Ahmad, Siyyid Kazim arose with 
unswerving purpose to continue the task that Shaykh Ahmad had entrusted in him. In the midst of 
formidable adversaries, most notable of whom were the Mullas, the Shi'ite Muslim clergy, Siyyid Kazim 
continued to travel and teach of the appearance of the Promised One. 


He realised how dense were those veils that hindered the seekers from apprehending the 
glory of the concealed Manifestation. He accordingly exerted his utmost endeavour to 
remove gradually, with caution and wisdom, whatever barriers might stand in the way of 
the full recognition of that hidden Treasure of God.... To his disciples who questioned him 
regarding the signs of the Manifestation, he would say: "He is of noble lineage. He is a 
descendant of the Prophet of God, of the family of Hashim. He is young in age, and is 
possessed of innate knowledge. His learning is derived not from the teachings of Shaykh 
Ahmad, but from God.... He is of medium height, abstains from smoking, and is of extreme 
devoutness and piety.'° 


To the Shi’a Muslims, this individual was the promised return of the twelfth Imam, the Qa'im. Nearing 
his death, Siyyid Kazim exhorted his followers to be firm and not forget the promises of God. He also 
stated that after the promised Qa'im the Qay'yum would be made manifest, thus showing the coming of 
two individuals, one right after the other. As to the time of the Qa'im's appearance, Imam Ja'far stated: 
"Verily in the year sixty His Cause shall be revealed, and His name shall be noised abroad.""' An 
interesting verse is found in Daniel, chapter twelve, wherein he writes: 


Then I Daniel looked, and behold; two others stood, one on this bank of the stream and 
one on that bank of the stream. And I said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the stream, "How long shall it be till the end of these wonders?" The man 
clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, raised his right hand and his 
left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives for ever that it would 
be for a time, two times, and half a time.... ve 
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A time, two times, and half a time is equal to three and a half times. A time or cycle continues for a full 
360 degrees. Three and a half times multiplied by 360 equals 1260. From the time Muhammad fled 
Mecca in 622 AD, until the year 1844, there are 1260 years according to the lunar calendar. Daniel thus 
provides the date in both the Gregorian calendar and the lunar calendar. The lunar calendar was used in 
this calculation because the address of the Bab would be from an Islamic country. 


Afterward he brought me to the gate [the Bab], the gate facing east....!° 


The year 1260 AH is the year referred to by the Imam Ja'far as the year sixty and corresponds exactly to 
the year 1844. Siyyid 'Ali-Muhammad was born on October 20, 1819, in Shiraz, Persia, situated along the 
Euphrates River. This river is the boundary by which east and west is divided and Shiraz is located east of 
this river. When 'Ali-Muhammad declared his mission on May 23,1844, he closed the "Age of Prophecy" 
and began the "Age of Fulfillment." He initially claimed his authority based on his esoteric and messianic 
status as the Bab, the "gate" to the Hidden Imam. His appearance fulfilled the words of Jesus as given in 
the tenth chapter of John as the "door," meaning that his message opened the door to the age of fulfillment 
and the coming of "Him whom God shall make manifest." As John the Baptist heralded the coming of one 
who was greater than he, so too, did the Bab declare the coming of the Christ, the promised Reigning 
Messiah as given within Old Testament prophesies. 


The twelfth Imam who disappeared in the year 260 AH appeared 1000 years later as prophesied in the 
person of the Bab. Upon his coming he announced that he was merely the forerunner of the arrival of a 
Universal Manifestation that all religions await. The role of Muhammad and the Imams may be said to be 
that of a handmaiden. They shielded and protected the Davidic kingship, even arranging a marriage 
between Dara and the Davidic king in exile. The role of Islam in the second advent of Christ was to bear 
witness to the Revelations that came before Muhammad so that the kingdom of God would be made 
manifest and firmly established. The teachings of Muhammad and the Imams provide a trustworthy 
witness, and a solid confirmation, of the proofs for the King Messiah seated on David’s throne and the 
Revelation of the kingdom of God that he reveals. 


The political state of Persia at the time of the appearance of the Bab was a scene of incredible turmoil. 
During the early years of the nineteenth century, Russia came down through the Caucasus threatening 
Persia with the loss of Azerbaijan and sought to establish a position that would enable her to dominate 
Tehran. The British, believing Russia's advances would threaten possessions in India, joined with Russia 
in a rivalry to gain influence with the Persian government. 


The balance between order and chaos was precarious and although the rule of the Shah was absolute, 
there was no military or financial basis on which to exercise that rule. This contributed greatly to the 
weaknesses and insecurity of the ruling classes. In general, these weaknesses led to Persia's dependence 
on Britain and Russia. 


Along with their internal and external political situations, religious aspects also played a part in Persia's 
decline. Persia was a stronghold of Shi'ite beliefs, while the Ottoman Empire and Afghanistan were 
Sunni. The intrusion of Britain and Russia "was accompanied by new techniques, new ideas, and an 
overwhelming power. It provoked religious hostility and eventually nationalism, which relations with the 
Ottomans had done on the limited basis of Shii-Sunnie strife." 


Against the numerous injustices committed by a government, which by 1844 was selling government 
offices, came the question of asylum. This practice was being used to protest injustice and the frequency 
to which it was being used marked the breakdown of Persian society, partly due to outside influence, and 
partly because of the despotism of the government, which had no system of checks or control. In 1843, 
Muhammad Shah sought to abolish the practice with no success. Chaos was everywhere, and in 
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Mazandaran, the various chiefs were in open rebellion. 
Against this background of political and religious disorder appeared Siyyid 'Ali-Muhammad, the Bab. 


He had declared himself in 1844 to be the long-awaited Mahdi.... The Babis, like the 
lsma'ilis, looked for the establishment of the kingdom of God on earth, and like them had 
messianic and esoteric tendencies. The movement was regarded by the religious class 
with horror and by the government as a threat to stability. The Bab was arrested in 1847 
and held in confinement.!" 


Muhammad Shah died on September 4,1848, whereupon Nasiri'd-Din Shah succeeded to the throne 
without there being any bloodshed, however, the situation was grim. There was no money in the treasury 
and serious revolts had broken out in Isfahan, Kirman and Khurasan. 


The Bab made his proclamation on May 23,1844. With his appearance, the majority of Shi'ite Muslim 
clergy, mulla, and the doctors of law, mujtahid, sought to silence him on account that they believed him 
to be a threat to Islam, their positions, and to the government of Persia. Severe and unimaginable cruelties 
were inflicted upon any that followed the Bab. The Bab himself was arrested and first incarcerated within 
the castle at Mah-Ku. This move was instigated by Haji Mirza Aqasi who believed that his influence over 
the people would be broken, for no one would venture to such a remote and desolate part of the country. 
His attempt was unsuccessful. 


Those who had been charged to watch secretly the movements and conduct of 'Ali-khan 
submitted to Haji Mirza Aqasi a detailed report in which they expatiated upon his 
extreme devotion to his Prisoner [the Bab] and described such incidents as tended to 
confirm their statements. "Day and night" they wrote him, "the warden of the castle of 
Mah-Ku is to be seen associating with his captive in conditions of unrestrained freedom 
and friendliness" .... These malevolent reports had an immediate influence upon Haji 
Mirza Agasi. Fear and resentment again impelled that capricious minister to issue a 
preemptory order for the transference of the Bab to the castle of Chihrig.!"° 


Although the Bab spent his entire mission in confinement, the numbers of his followers grew. His 
disciples went from place to place fearlessly proclaiming the message of a new day, inviting the people to 
embrace its truth. The enemies of this new faith became more and more determined to eradicate all who 
embraced it. Nasiri'd-Din Shah ordered his officers to take whatever means necessary to accomplish this 
goal. For eleven months, in the years 1848 to 1849, in a place known as the Shrine of Shaykh Tabarsi, a 
small number of Babis withstood the attacks of the Persian army. During this upheaval in Mazandaran at 
Fort Tabarsi, 173 Babis suffered martyrdom. In the year 1850, a vast number of Babis were martyred 
during upheavals in Nayriz and Zanjan. 


The entire face of the land was blackened by the atrocities in which a cruel and 
rapacious enemy freely and persistently indulged. From Khurasan, on the eastern 
confines of Persia, as far west as Tabriz, the scene of the Bab's martyrdom, and from the 
northern cities of Zanjan and Tihran, stretching south as far as Nayriz, in the province of 
Fars, the whole country was enveloped in darkness, a darkness that heralded the 
dawning light of the Revelation...a Revelation mightier and more glorious than that 
which the Bab Himself had proclaimed.!"’ 


On July 9, 1850, the Bab was put to death and throughout the course of his dispensation, 10,000 Babis 
were martyred. The untold suffering of the Babis could not, even in the slightest degree, weaken the 


enthusiasm in the hearts of the believers. The imperial forces successfully put down the revolts in 
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Mazandaran, Nayriz, and Zanjan, however, they had a reverse effect. Rather than the spirit of the Babis 
being broken, the ruthless carnage inflicted upon them created even greater numbers who accepted and 
followed the Bab's Revelation. The Grand Vizier of Nasiri'd-Din Shah, Mirza Taqi Khan, believed that 
only with the death of its leader the flame of his Revelation could be extinguished forever. 


Behold...the storm which the Faith of the Siyyid-i-Bab has provoked in the hearts of my 
fellow-countryman! Nothing short of his public execution can, to my mind, enable this 
distracted country to recover its tranquility and peace. Who dare compute the forces that 
have perished in the course of the engagements at Shaykh Tabarsi? Who can estimate the 
efforts exerted to secure that victory? If you are able to advise a remedy, acquaint me 
with it, for my sole purpose is to ensure the peace and honour of my countrymen.'°% 


Mirza Taqi Khan proceeded with his plan to have the Bab executed. He was brought to Tabriz, deprived 
of his turban and sash, the twin emblems of his noble lineage (he was a descendant of Muhammad), and 
held in one of the rooms of the barracks under guard. A few other Babis, not wishing to be separated from 
the Bab, were also placed in the same cell. The Grand Vizier gave orders that the Armenian regiment 
under Colonel Sam Khan would perform the execution in the courtyard of the barracks. However, as the 
time approached, Sam Khan became increasingly fearful of executing the Bab. 


"T profess the Christian Faith, he explained to the Bab, and entertain no ill will against 
you. If your Cause be the Cause of Truth, enable me to free myself from the obligation to 
shed your blood." "Follow your instructions," the Bab replied, "and if your intention be 
sincere, the Almighty is surely able to relieve you from your perplexity." '° 


What happened next amazed and confused the ten thousand people who witnessed the execution. As the 
smoke cleared from the firing of seven hundred and fifty rifles, a companion of the Bab who had pleaded 
to be martyred along with him stood unscathed, while the Bab had vanished. Only the cords, which had 
suspended them, were cut into pieces by the bullets fired. The Bab was found occupying the same room 
as the night before completing his interrupted conversation with his companions. When found the Bab 
stated: "7 have finished My conversation with Siyyid Husayn.... Now you may proceed to fulfill your 
intention." "'° Colonel Sam Khan would not have any of it and ordered his men to leave, whereupon 
another regiment was called to fulfill the deed. The Bab and his companion were again suspended in the 
same place as before. The bullets riddled their bodies to such a degree that the Bab and his companion's 
flesh and bone were now mingled together. Their faces, however, remained untouched. There are a few 
historical records relating to the Bab's execution, although some of what was reported remains incomplete 
or almost entirely inaccurate. Various government consuls of Europe and Russia gave these letters as 
reports. The following two accounts are found in The Babi and Baha'i Religions, 1844-1944. In a letter 
written to Lord Palmerston, the British Foreign Secretary, Lt-Col. Sheil wrote: 


The founder of this sect has been executed at Tabreez. He was killed by a volley of 
musketry, and his death was on the point of giving his religion a lustre which would have 
largely increased its proselytes. When the smoke and dust cleared away after the volley 
Bab was not to be seen, and the populace proclaimed that he had ascended to the skies. 
The balls had broken the ropes by which he was bound, but he was dragged from the 
recess where after some search, he was discovered and shot. sas 


In 1881, Wilfred Seawen Blunt, an oriental traveler and English poet, met an eyewitness of the 
martyrdom of the Bab. In his book, The Future of Islam, he wrote: 


Al 


Chihriq 
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Among the more respectable Shiite beliefs, however, there seems to be a general conviction 
in Persia that a reform of Islam is at hand, and that a new leader may be expected at any 
moment and from any quarter, so that enthusiasts are constantly found simulating the gifts of 
inspiration and affecting a divine mission. The history of the Babites, so well described by M. 
de Gobineau in his Religions of Asia, is a case in point, and similar occurrences are by no 
means rare in Persia. I met at Jeddah a highly educated Persian gentlemen, who informed me 
that he had himself been witness, when a boy to a religious prodigy, notorious, if I remember 
rightly, at Tabriz. On that occasion, one of these prophets, being condemned to death by the 
supreme government was bound to a cross with two of his companions, and, after remaining 
suspended thus for several hours, was fired at by the royal troops. It then happened that, 
while the companions were dispatched at the first volley, the prophet himself remained 
unhurt, and, incredible to relate, the cords which bound him were cut by the bullets, and he 
fell to the ground on his feet.!!? 


The execution of the Bab did not have the effect that the Persian government had hoped, although the 
situation between them and the Babis remained quiet. Then on August 15, 1852, a hopeless attempt was 
made on the life of Nasiri'd-Din Shah. Greater persecutions now were perpetrated against the Babis and 
with much greater severity and the religion of the Bab appeared to be on the verge of extinction. When 
religious fanaticism is aroused against a person or persons accused of being an infidel, as was the case 
towards the Babis, it becomes customary not to simply have them condemned to death by the state, but to 
hand the victims over to various classes of the populace. Their homes and possessions were confiscated, 
and the women violated. Sadiq, who had attempted to assassinate the Shah, was slain at the scene of the 
crime. His body was tied to the tail of a mule and dragged all the way to Tehran where it was hewn into 
two halves, each of which was suspended and exposed to public view. Molten lead was poured down the 
throat of his accomplice and a comrade of his was stripped of his clothes, and lighted candles were placed 
into holes made in his flesh, whereupon he was then paraded before the people. Others had their eyes 
gouged out, were sown asunder, strangled, blown from the mouths of canons, chopped in pieces, shod 
with horseshoes, bayoneted, and stoned. 


The historical records of this time after the martyrdom of the Bab and the failed assassination attempt on 
the Shah, center around a man named Mirza Husayn-'Ali Nuri. He was born on November 12, 1817, in 
Tehran, the capital of Persia and was of noble lineage. His father, Mirza Abbas was the chief minister for 
the province of Mazandaran, which was left vacant when he passed away in 1839. The position was 
offered to Mirza Husayn, however, much to the astonishment of his family, he declined. Mirza Husayn- 
‘Ali chose instead to devote his time to tend to the oppressed and the poor. Descended from a house of 
nobility he had an overwhelming passion for justice and all who turned to him for aid were provided for. 
At the age of twenty-seven, Mirza Husayn-'Ali Nuri embraced the Revelation of the Bab and it was to 
him that the Bab sent his seals, pen, and papers, prior to his martyrdom in Tabriz. 


With the attempt on the life of the Shah, the enemies of the Bab saw their opportunity to exterminate his 
followers, declaring that they indeed were a menace to the state. They specifically sought out Mirza 
Husayn as he was looked upon by many of the Babis as their leader. Upon his arrest, he was chained 
about the neck, beaten, and forced to walk bare-footed from Niyavaran to Tehran where he was placed in 
the Siyah-Chal, the Black Pit. Chained together with him were five other Babis and any movement by one 
would cause the chains to cut deeper into the flesh of the others. The prison in which he was placed had 
once served as a reservoir for a public bath, a deep, stench-laden pit. No food was provided, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty that Mirza Husayn-'Ali's mother was able to arrange to have any food or drink 
taken into the prison. As to the events of his being incarcerated in this loathsome cell, Mirza Husayn-'Ali 
wrote: 
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By the righteousness of God! We were in no wise connected with that evil deed, and Our 
innocence was indisputably established by the tribunals. Nevertheless, they apprehended 
Us, and from Niyavaran, which was then the residence of His Majesty, conducted Us, on 
foot and in chains, with bared head and bare feet to the dungeon of Tihran.... Upon Our 
arrival We were first conducted along a pitch-black corridor, from whence We descended 
three steep flights of stairs to the place of confinement assigned to Us.... We were all 
huddled together in one cell our feet in stocks and around our necks fastened the most 
galling of chains. The air we breathed was laden with the foulest of impurities, while the 
floor on which we sat was covered with filth and infested with vermin. No ray of light was 
allowed to penetrate that pestilential dungeon or to warm its icy coldness....!"3 


Mirza Yusif, a Russian subject, a friend of the Russian consul, aided the family of Mirza Husayn in 
Tehran. He would attend the courts to find out who had been chosen for execution day by day. He 
discovered one day that the fanatics were plotting the death of Mirza Husayn-'Ali and consulted with the 
Russian Consul. The following is an account given by the daughter of Mirza Husayn to Lady Blomfield. 


An amazing scene took place in the Court, where the sentences of death were passed. The 
Russian consul rose and fearlessly addressed those in court: "Hearken to me! I have 
words of importance to say to you" (his voice rang out the president and officials were 
too amazed to reply). 

"Have you not taken enough cruel revenge? Have you not already murdered a large 
enough number of harmless people, because of this accusation, of the absurd falseness of 
which you are quite aware? Has there not been sufficient of this orgy of brutal torture to 
satisfy you? How is it possible that you can even pretend to think that this august 
prisoner planned that silly attempt to shoot the Shah? 

It is not unknown to you that the stupid gun, used by that poor youth, could not have 
killed a bird. Moreover, the boy was obviously insane. You know very well that this 
charge is not only untrue, but palpably ridiculous. There must be an end to all of this. I 
have determined to extend the protection of Russia [asylum] to this innocent nobleman; 
therefore beware! For if one hair of his head be hurt from this moment rivers of blood 
shall flow in your town as punishment. You will do well to heed my warning. My country 
is behind me in this matter." 

An account of this scene was given to my mother by Mirza Yusif that night and told by her 
to my uncle, Mirza Musa, when he came for tidings. 

Needless to say how eagerly my brother and I listened, and how we all wept for joy.'"4 


After four months of tortuous imprisonment, Mirza Husayn-'Ali was to be set free with his life. The 


government of Persia could not have known then whom they held as a prisoner and subsequently 
banished to a life of exile and imprisonment. 


During the four months of imprisonment of Mirza Husayn-Ali, a great event took place. Oppressed by the 
consciousness of the terrible blot that had stained the fair name of his faith, painfully aware of the distress 
that had overtaken the believers and of the grave dangers that faced those remaining, Mirza Husayn felt 


the first stirrings of God's Revelation within his soul. 


One night in a dream these exalted words were heard on every side: "Verily, We shall 
render Thee victorious by Thyself and by Thy pen. Grieve Thou not for that which hath 
befallen Thee, neither be Thou afraid, for Thou art in safety. Ere long will God raise up 
the treasures of the earth, men who will aid Thee through Thyself and through Thy name, 
wherewith God hath revived the hearts of such as have recognized Him.!'° 
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Two months of his four-month stay in the pit, Mirza Husayn-'Ali, an earthly prince, born of a noble 
family from the city of Nur in the province of Mazandaran, became aware of his mission. It was here in 
this region that God protected the continuation of the Davidic kingship from harm and from whom Mirza 
Husayn-‘Ali Nuri descended. In an epistle to Nasiri'd-Din Shah, his royal adversary, revealed at the height 
of the proclamation of his message, occur these passages that shed further light on the divine origin of his 
mission: 


"0 King! I was but a man like others, asleep upon My couch, when lo, the breezes of the 
All-Glorious were wafted over Me, and taught Me the knowledge of all that hath been. 
This thing is not from Me, but from One Who is almighty and All-knowing. And He bade 
Me lift up My voice between earth and heaven, and for this there befell Me what hath 
caused the tears of every man of understanding to flow..." ''® 


Mirza Husayn-'Ali was designated by his forerunner, the Bab, as Baha'u'llah, which in English means the 
"Glory of the Father." History records his genealogy in an unbroken chain of father to son descendants 
from King David. His father, Mirza Buzurg, sat upon the throne and ruled the entire province of 
Tabaristan, now known as Mazandaran. In his proclamation, Baha'u'llah stated: "The Most Great Law is 
come, and the Ancient Beauty ruleth upon the throne of David." ''’ History confirms his genealogy as a 
descendant of David, the criteria for one to be the “Christ.” History also confirms biblical prophecy. In 
the book of Mark, chapter eight, verse thirty-eight, Jesus declares: 


For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his father with 
the holy angels.""° 


Again, we can read in the ninth chapter of Luke: "For whoever is ashamed of me and my words, of him 
will the Son of man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father." ''° There remain 
numerous other scriptural passages providing the name in which the second Christ would appear. In 
Isaiah it states: "...the glory of the Lord shall be thy rear guard...." '"° and still again in Ezekiel it relates 
that "...the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east...." This verse is also in relation to the 
place in which Baha'u'llah would appear. 


Afterward he brought me to the gate [Bab] even the gate that looketh toward the East: 
And, behold, the glory of the God [Baha'u'llah] of Israel came from the way of the east: 
and his voice was like a noise of many waters and the earth shined with his glory [Baha]. 
As the glory of the Lord [Baha'u'llah] entered the temple by the gate [the Bab] facing 
east, the spirit lifted me up, and brought me into the inner court: and behold, the glory of 
the Lord [Baha'u'llah] filled the temple. While the man was standing beside me, I heard 
one speaking to me out of the temple; and he said to me, "Son of man, this is the place of 
my throne [Davidic throne] and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the 
midst of the people of Israel forever.'! 


As with the name in which the return of Christ would appear, there also remain innumerable evidences 
that this person would come from the east. In a prophecy of Zoroaster concerning the appearance of the 
Messiah, it states that this individual would come from the land of Nur in Persia. Nur is in the province of 
Mazandaran, the homeland of Baha'u'llah's family. This was the region where the exilarch Isaac Iskoi ben 
Moses had moved for protection after having converted to Islam in 1817. 
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From Jewish oracles, we also find mention of the coming of the Messiah from the east. 


And then from the sunrise God shall send a king who shall give every land relief from the 
bane of war...nor shall he do these things by his own counsel, but in obedience to the 
good ordinances of the Mighty God.'? 


In the book of Enoch, it is also prophesied that in the last days the Messiah would come from the east of 
Israel, from the land of Persia. 


And in those days the angels will assemble, and turn their heads towards the East, 
toward the people of Parthia and Medea, in order to excite the kings, and that a spirit of 
disturbance came over them, and disturbed them from off their thrones.'* 


Parthia and Medea are ancient names that now make up the land of Persia, the birthplace of Baha'u'llah. 
During the forty years of his mission, Baha'u'llah was exiled to various regions and during his period of 
exile in Adrianople he wrote to the kings and rulers of the nations proclaiming his station and mission. He 
addressed individual letters to the Emperor Napoleon III of France, to Pope Pius IX, to Czar Alexander 
and Queen Victoria, asking them for their aid in establishing the Kingdom of God among the nations. 
Within a year of receiving a warning from Baha'u'llah to give up his crown, and that if he delayed in 
obeying his words, he would be utterly humiliated and overthrown, Napoleon III, having refused, lost his 
empire and his throne. The Pope ignored the letter completely and in the following year became a 
prisoner of the Vatican. 


Two months after the Spirit of God had descended upon him in the Siyah-Chal, Baha'u'llah was proven 
innocent of any connection with the attempt upon the Shah's life and with the help of the Russian 
ambassador was released from prison. He was, however, under banishment by orders of the Shah to leave 
his native land, whereupon Baha'u'llah went to Baghdad. 


Another interesting prophecy in relation to the place in which the Messiah would appear comes from 
India. Edward Irving, who was expecting the return of Christ during the millennial zeal of the 1800's, 
said: "What is very remarkable, a friend of mine, who...stood on the Himalayan Mountains in India, by 
the holy pool where never a Christian had dwelt before, found there also an expectation of a religion 
from the west which in the space of forty years was to possess the earth." '”4 Persia is to the east of Israel 
and to the west of India. Baha'u'llah thus fulfills the prophecies for both. The above prophecy also 
mentions the length of time, forty years, which correlates to a verse in the book of Micah. "According to 
the days of thy (Israel] coming out of the land of Egypt will I shew him marvellous things." '> An 
interesting observation was made by Hooper Harris of this forty-year period. He states in his book of 
Lessons: 


This mention of forty is indissolubly connected with a time which was to be a time of 
exile, siege, banishment, imprisonment and persecution of some Great One, on whom 
tribulation and burdens were to be laid, during which time the teachings of God, 
nevertheless, were to flood the earth. i278 


In the Babylonian Talmud, considered the most important authoritative source book of Jewish religion 
after the Bible, we again find reference to the forty years. "We learned: R. Eliezer said: "The days of the 
Messiah will be forty years...." '”’ With his followers and family, Baha'u'llah, like Moses, was in exile for 
forty years; from 1852 when he was imprisoned in the Siyah-Chal, to his exile to Israel, when in the year 
1892, he passed away. During this forty-year period, Baha'u'llah was twice stoned, once scourged, 
poisoned three times, and scarred with hundred-pound chains. The book of Micah provides tremendous 
prophesies foretelling the exact steps by which Baha'u'llah would come to Israel. 
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"he shall come...from the fortified cities." 


From his exile in Baghdad (ancient Babylon), which is in the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, 
Baha'u'llah was exiled to the fortified city of Constantinople. After tremendous amounts of fear of losing 
their positions, the religious and civil authorities of Persia and Turkey set out to destroy Baha'u'llah and 
his teachings. As a last desperate measure, he was exiled to the fortified city of Akka, which is in Israel. 


"..he shall come...from the fortress even to the river." 


When Baha'u'llah was released from the fortified prison-city of Akka, he went to an island in the river 
called Na'mayn. 


"he shall come...from mountain to mountain." 


In the Kurdistan Mountains, there is one that is called Sar-Galu. This is where Baha'u'llah journeyed 
to prepare for his life of suffering shortly after his exile to Baghdad. From that mountain, he returned two 
years later to Baghdad from where he would begin the exile, which would take him to a mountain called 
Carmel in Israel. 


"he shall come from sea to sea. "'78 


When exiled to the fortified city of Constantinople, Baha'u'llah made the last part of his journey by way of 
the Black Sea. When he was again banished to the fortress in Akka, he made the last part of this journey 
by way of the Mediterranean Sea. 


Baha'u'llah came by the way of the Gate, the Bab, who had cleansed the sanctuary with his own blood and 
by his own will along with 10,000 Babi martyrs. He came from Persia east of Israel, from fortified city to 
fortified city, from the fortified city to the river and from sea to sea. The period of his mission was forty 
years. 


Exiled from Persia to Iraq under armed guard to the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates in 1853, 
Baha'u'llah resided in old Baghdad in a place known as A/-Karkh. Baghdad, founded in 762, was an 
expansion of a village forming one of its precincts. The Persian name Bag, "God;" and dad, "has given," 
was applied to the whole city. It was a thriving hub of Jewish life while in exile. The west bank of the city 
was known as Al-Karkh and was predominately Jewish. Thomas Newton wrote in his Dissertations on 
the Prophecies (1754), that one, Travernier, who was a very celebrated traveler, related to an area at the 
parting of the Tigris. At this spot, a little away from Baghdad was a foundation of a city. Writings of the 
country say this is the place of ancient Babylon. Although generally called Bagdat, or Baghdad, many 
writers preserve the ancient name of Babylon. Another prophecy comes from India regarding this area. It 
was known as the Red Robe tradition, related in an account given by an Indian Muslim in the eighth 
century AD. In speaking of the latter days, he related that in that day a holy one would be found residing 
in a land called Karkh. He would be wrapped in a red robe, wearing a dervish turban, walking along the 
river. There he would teach his followers. Baha'u'llah wore just such a robe made for him by his wife and 
daughter while away in the wilderness of Kurdistan. 


After his two years spent in the wilderness of Kurdistan, Baha'u'llah returned to Baghdad, and there, in 


1863, announced that he was the one foretold by all the prophets to appear in the latter days. This date is 
found in Daniel, chapter twelve, verse eleven. 
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And from the time that the continual burnt offering is taken away, and the abomination 
that makes desolate is set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.'”° 


The continual burnt offering that is taken away points to the time of Muhammad and Islam. The Jews had 
made a practice of sacrificing animals upon the altar and the Christians, in the form of the Eucharist, 
continued this practice after the coming of Jesus the Christ. Muhammad did away with this practice. The 
"abomination that makes desolate" refers to the building of the Mosque of Omar over the site of the 
Jewish Holy of Holies. The prophecy is therefore taken from the proclamation of Muhammad to the 
proclamation of Baha'u'llah. The 1290 years (each day is a year) are according to the lunar calendar. 
Baha'u'llah made his proclamation in 1280 AH, which is after the Hegira, the start of the Muslim 
calendar. Muhammad made his proclamation ten years prior to the Hegira; thus, when we add the ten 
years to 1280, we have the full 1290 years. The year 1280 AH is equivalent to the Christian year 1863. 


Prophecies regarding the second advent of the Messiah are clear in their relationship to a specific mission, 
which is true of all the Manifestations. Jesus of Nazareth came as a herald for the promise of God's 
Kingdom on earth with his message being in the potency of the Son. Moses brought the Law. It is with 
the return of Christ wherein the world would see the promise of an earthly kingdom, as recorded by the 
prophets, being fulfilled. This promise is the fulfillment of the return of the Temple, a Temple not made 
by hands. 


It has been previously mentioned how important the physical Temple was for the people of Israel, being 
the very heart of the nation. Today, the Mosque of Omar occupies the old Temple site, and we can see 
from recent and past events how important the Temple remains for the Jews. Some have advocated the 
destruction of the Mosque, demanding that their Temple be restored by violence. Although the Jews 
recaptured Jerusalem in 1967, regaining their Temple site, they still do not have the Temple, the Ark of 
the Covenant, or the high priesthood, which has created quite a dilemma for the Israeli government. The 
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only sure sign for the restoration of the Temple is the coming of the Messiah. From Jewish literature, we 
read that the Temple must always be awaited. 


The rebuilding of the temple must always be awaited (Sab.12b and other passages). God 
will erect the future Temple even before the kingdom of David has been reestablished and 
his descendants restored to office (Yer. M.S. 5:2,56a).17° 


The meaning of this shows that the Temple must be restored prior to the kingdom being established 
and the descendants of David being restored to office, meaning, they take their seat at the head of the 
kingdom of God on earth, a universal body of arbitration elected by the peoples and nations of the world. 
At the time the second Temple was destroyed by the legions of Titus in 70 AD, the Jews had been under 
the curse as given within the Covenant of Moses. The curse began when Solomon bowed down to pagan 
gods and after his death, the kingdom of Israel became divided and conquered. Through the Covenant of 
Moses God then promises redemption for Israel if they turn back unto Him and obey His commands. 

In the prophecies recorded in the book of Micah it states: "J will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I 
will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together...as the flock in the midst of their 
fold.""*' The previous prophecy and the Covenant of Moses are clear in their respective reference to 
Israel, which necessitates the inclusion of all twelve tribes. The scriptural references pertaining to the 
fulfillment of the third part of the Covenant of Moses shows there must be a reunification of the two 
kingdoms. In considering the descendancy of Baha'u'llah, it is written: 


"He derived His descent, on the one hand, from Abraham...through His wife Keturah, 
and on the other from Zoroaster, as well as from Yazdigird the last king of the Sasaniyan 
dynasty. He was moreover a descendant of Jesse, and belonged, through His father, 
Mirza Abbas, better known as Mirza Buzurg — a nobleman closely associated with the 
ministerial circles of the Court of Fath-'Ali Shah, to one of the most ancient and 
renowned families of Mazandaran.""*” 


It is promised in the latter days that the sons of Keturah, with all the young lions of her family, will stand 
for the Lord in the land of Israel. These young lions of Sheba and Dedan are the sons of Jokshan, the 
promised descendants from the line of Keturah, Abraham's third wife. As noted on the genealogy chart, 
Baha'u'llah's descendancy from Keturah is through the female line, the daughter of Yazdigird III. It is, 
however, from the root of Jesse, that we see the prophecy fulfilled within Baha'u'llah as the return of 
Christ. "And there shalt come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots..." '*3 The stem of Jesse is his penis, and the rod pertains to the scepter of authority of King David, 
as he was anointed by Samuel. Christ upon his return is to gather the outcasts of Israel into one nation. 
Being a descendant of the line of David and the line of Persian kings, Baha’u’ lah is the “King of kings.” 


I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will 
gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: And I will make them one 
nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: 
and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms 
any more at all.... And David my servant shall be king over them, and they shall have 
one shepherd; they shall also walk in my judgements, and observe my statutes, and do 
them.!*4 


These verses clearly show that Israel shall be reunited as one nation and that David shall reign over them, 
showing once again that there would always be a descendant of David seated upon the throne., The same 
year the Bab proclaimed his mission, the Edict of Toleration was signed that permitted the Jews to return 
to Israel. The Jews are of the house of Judah. What then of the house of Israel, the so-called ten lost 
tribes? The people of these tribes were absorbed among other nations and peoples, some of whom resided 
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within the Mesopotamian region. When Baha'u'llah made his proclamation in 1863, many of the 
descendants of these people accepted him and traveled with him during his many years of exile. In 1868, 
Baha'u'llah was exiled to Akka, Israel, and upon his release from the fortress prison during the latter years 
of his life, pitched his tent on Mount Carmel. There is an interesting prophecy mentioned by Samuel ben 
Judah Valero. He calculated that the end of the present exile of the Jews would be in the year 5626 of the 
Jewish calendar, which is the year 1868 of the Christian era. This is the same year Baha'u'llah, a 
descendant of the house of Judah (David), came from the east to Mount Carmel in Israel, along with 
descendants of the house of Israel, thus reuniting the two kingdoms under a new name. 


There are further prophecies showing the progressive nature of the “return” of the Holy Spirit and the 
coming of a universal Manifestation in the later days. In the Bhagavad-Gita, a book of Hindu scripture, 
Krishna stated: 


“Whenever there is decay of righteousness, O Bharta, and there is exaltation of 
unrighteousness, then I Myself come forth, for the protection of the good, for the 
destruction of evil doers, for the sake of further establishing righteousness, I am born 
from age to age.” 


In speaking of the latter days, Buddha made this prophecy: 


“At this period, brethren, there will arise in the world an Exalted One named Maitreye, 
Arahant, Fully Awakened, abounding in wisdom and goodness, happy with knowledge of 
the worlds, unsurpassed as a guide to mortals willing to be led, a teacher for gods and 
men an Exalted One, a Buddha, even as Iam now.... The truth, lovely in its origin, lovely 
in its progress, lovely in its consummation, wilt he proclaim, both in the spirit and in the 
letter, the higher life will he make known, in all its fulness and in all its purity even as I 
do now.” 


We find further, within a collection of traditional Zoroastrian scripture, the Dinkird, this prophecy: 


“When a thousand two hundred and some years have passed from the inception of the 
religion of the Arabian and the overthrow of the Kingdom of Iran and the degradation of 
the followers of My religion, a descendant of the Iranian kings will be raised up as a 
Prophet.” 


This is one of the most explicit prophecies given by Zoroaster relating the time in which a future 
Manifestation would appear. The Kingdom of Iran was overthrown by the followers of Muhammad (the 
religion of the Arabian) during the sixth century AD. “A thousand two hundred and some years...from the 
inception of the religion of the Arabian” points to the time of the appearance. The inception of the 
Arabian religion was in 622 and by adding the above, the appearance of the Zoroastrian messiah is 
determined to be during the 1800’s when One would arise who would be a descendant of Iranian 
(Persian) kings. 


When Baha’u’Ilah reunited the two tribes with his exile to Akka, his followers were given a new name. In 
the book of Isaiah, we read: 


For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou 
shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.'*° 
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These references to a new name may also be found in the book of Revelation. 


To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.... I 
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God...and I will 
write upon him my new name. — 


Again, we may examine the fact that Baha'u'llah is of the house of David of the tribe of Judah. 


And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my 
mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it and my servants shall dwell there. 

And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Achor [Akka] a place for the herds 
to lie down in, for my people that have sought me. 


But ye are they that forsake the LORD, and forget my holy mountain.... Therefore will I 
number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter.... Behold, my 
servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl 
for vexation of spirit. 


And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the LORD GOD shall slay 
thee, and call his servants by another name. ie 


This passage from the prophet Isaiah relates that one who is a descendant of Jacob and of the tribe of 
Judah will inherit God's holy mountain. Throughout scripture, this would relate to Mount Carmel, for it is 
here where the Lord's House would be established. 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow unto it. 


And many people shall go and say Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the God 
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law.'°° 


In the book of Isaiah, it is recorded that "the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of 
the Lord [Baha'u'llah], and the excellency of our God."'*° The valley of Sharon is the land between the 
foot of Mount Carmel and the Mediterranean. It was here on Mount Carmel where Baha'u'llah laid out the 
plans for the kingdom of God on earth. It is here then on Mount Carmel where the law will go forth 
throughout the entire world. Baha'u'llah has written, "Whatsoever hath been announced in the Books hath 
been revealed and made clear. From every direction the signs have been manifested. The Omnipotent 
One is calling, in this Day, and announcing the appearance of the Supreme Heaven." '*'He has declared 
that the Ancient Beauty "ruleth upon the throne of David" and that the "Most Great Law is come.""” 

In reference to Mount Carmel, Isaiah wrote: "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
LORD is risen upon thee.""* Again, in the thirty-fifth chapter we read: "And the ransomed of the LORD 
shall return and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads...."'*4 Within Jewish 
literature we also find mention of Mount Carmel. In a commentary on the book of Elijah, it is related: 


"The angel Michael, after showing Elijah the regions of heaven, reveals to him on Mount 
Carmel, the time of the end." tg 
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It is from this new Zion, Mount Carmel, that the Law has gone forth, given through the pen of the return 
of Christ, the Redeeming Messiah, Baha'u'llah. Along with the numerous references regarding Mount 
Carmel, mention is made of the valley of Akka. In the book of Hosea, the promise was given that "J will 
give her vineyards, from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there as 
in the days of her youth....""” 


The prophet Hosea foretold that this would be in the time of the end and that afterward the children of 
Israel would return and seek David their king. It was here in Akka (Achor or Akka) where Baha'u'llah 
suffered cruel persecution at the hands of the Turkish authorities. Achor means valley of trouble and of 
this spot Baha'u'llah wrote: 


Know thou, that upon Our arrival at this Spot We chose to designate it as the "Most 
Great Prison". Though previously subjected in another land to chains and fetters, We yet 
refused to call it by that name.... None knoweth what befell Us, except God, the Almighty, 
the All-Knowing.'*” 


In the prophecies of Islam, it is said of Akka that "He that raiseth therein the call to prayer, his voice will 
be lifted up unto Paradise" and "Blessed the man that hath visited Akka, and blessed be he that hath 
visited the visitor at Akka." In another passage it relates that "4 month at Akka is better than a thousand 
years elsewhere." '** One of the most remarkable prophecies of all comes from the sacred writings of 
Persia, the land of Baha'u'llah's birth. 


All of them (the companions of the Herald of the Messiah) shall be slain except One, Who 
shall reach the plain of Akka, the Banquet-Hall of God.'” 


Baha'u'llah was a companion of the Bab, (although they never would meet in person), having accepted his 
mission and promoting his cause. Out of all the Bab's companions, only Baha'u'llah reached Israel and the 
plain of Akka as all others had been martyred. 


We have noted with the appearance of the Bab and Baha'u'llah, the restoration of the Sanctuary and Holy 
of Holies is proven through the Holy texts with their Revelations spiritually representative of these two 
aspects of the return of the Temple not made by hands. This reestablished temple, however, cannot be 
completed without the return of the high priest after the order of Melchizedek for only a high priest can 
enter the inner Temple and explain the meaning of the Covenant. 


In Revelation chapter five it is written: 


"And I saw in the right hand of him [the scepter of authority] who was seated on the 
throne[Davidic king] a scroll written within and on the back sealed with seven seals; and a 
strong angel proclaimed with a loud voice, 'Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its 

seals. ?'... Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Weep not; lo, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.'" 


This does not mean that every Christian theologian can give their man-imagined interpretation of the 
book of Revelation. The meaning is clear that the "Root and offspring of David" is Jesus. "I Jesus have 
sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches, I am the root and the offspring of David, the 
bright morning star" (Rev. 22:16). Therefore, only Jesus the Lamb, and high priest after the order of 
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Melchizedek, upon his return, is worthy to open the scroll and explain its meaning. It is with his 
explanations and commentaries that we then understand the mystery of the kingdom. Revelation 10:7 
shows that the mystery will be explained by the seventh angel. "...but that in the days of the trumpet call 
to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God, as he announced to his servants the prophets, 
should be fulfilled." The mystery of God is the dichotomy in the Covenant — its two different parts — the 
kings and many nations, and how they are to be united. The Mystery of the Kingdom is the Plan of God to 
unite these two parts of the Covenant. Then will come the end after he delivers, or establishes, the 
kingdom of God the Father, the revelation of the King Messiah. The one promised by God, ‘the polished 
arrow hidden in the quiver," the Lamb, high priest after the order of Melchizedek, explains the true 
hidden meaning of the Covenant with all power and authority given unto him. The 'crown of authority" is 
placed upon the head of Joshua (Jesus) and not the king. In the Testament of Judah, it is written: 


And now, my children, love Levi, that you may abide, and do not exalt yourself against 
him...For to me the Lord gave the kingship and to him the priesthood, and he set the 
kingship beneath the priesthood.’ 


Paul writes in I Corinthians: 


Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom of God the Father, after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all enemies under 
his feet. "For the last enemy to be destroyed is [spiritual] death. 


In speaking of the latter days, Jesus mentioned that they would be likened unto the days of Noah. 


As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day when Noah entered the ark, and they did not know until the flood came and swept 


them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of man."*! 


Jesus also warned of a great tribulation or oppression that would occur in the latter days. "For then there 
will be great tribulation [oppression], such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, 
and never will be." Baha'u'llah, the King-Messiah of the Hebrew texts, the Glory of God, the second 
advent of Messiah ben David, stated the greatest oppression towards man is those who seek truth will not 
know where to find it. 


What "oppression" is greater than that which hath been recounted? What "oppression" is 
more grievous than that a soul seeking the truth, and wishing to attain unto the 
knowledge of God, should know not where to go for it and from whom to seek it? For 
opinions have sorely differed, and the ways unto the attainment of God have multiplied. 
This "oppression" is the essential feature of every Revelation. Unless it cometh to pass, 
the Sun of Truth will not be made manifest. For the break of the morn of divine guidance 
must needs follow the darkness of the night of error. For this reason, in all chronicles 
and traditions reference hath been made unto these things, namely that iniquity shall 
cover the surface of the earth and darkness shall envelope mankind....'°? 
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The book of Daniel provided the date for the appearance of Baha'u'llah being the "thousand two hundred 
and ninety days." Daniel then provides another date. 


Blessed is he who waits and comes to the thousand three hundred and thirty-five days. 
But go your way till the end; and you shall rest, and shall stand in your allotted place at 
the end of the days.!* 


Christian theology cannot explain the meaning of this verse. It is the date for the return of Jesus, who 
according to the sacred texts comes in various names and titles in addition to being a high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. 


This prophecy is calculated from the victory of Muhammad in 628 AD, one hundred years from the Sun 
of Truth, Baha'u'llah, who made His proclamation in 1863, thus the year 1963. 


Now concerning the verse in Daniel, the interpretation whereof thou didst ask, namely, 
"Blessed is he who cometh unto the thousand, three hundred and thirty-five days." These days 
must be reckoned as solar and not lunar years. For according to this calculation a century 
will have elapsed from the dawn of the Sun of Truth [Baha'u'llah], then will the teachings of 
God be firmly established upon the earth, and the divine light shall flood the world from the 
East even unto the West. Then, on this day, will the faithful rejoice! 


The year 1963 is the year the promised establisher, the return of Jesus, is resisted by Satan according to 
the prophecies in Zechariah, chapter three. It also shows that the “divine light,” the Revelation of 
Baha’u’Ilah, will go from the east to the west. In Matthew 24:27 it is written: “For as the lightning 


cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the son of man be.’ 
The son of man is the return of Jesus who comes from the west to establish the kingdom of God. 


To understand the significance of this chapter in Zechariah, we must digress here and understand a brief 
history of events that transpired after the passing of Baha’u’llah in 1892. As with the birth of any new 
revelation there were misunderstandings, confusion, and outright repudiation of the new teaching as given 
by Baha’u’Ilah. In his Covenant, the Kitab-i-Ahd, Baha’w llah made clear who was to succeed him after 
his passing. 


Oh people of the world! The religion of God is to create love and unity; do not make it the 
cause of enmity and discord. All that is regarded by men of insight and the people of the most 
lofty outlook as the means for safeguarding and effecting the peace and tranquility of man, 
has flowed from the Supreme Pen. But the ignorant ones who are the victim of self and desire, 
are heedless of the consummate wisdom of the truly wise One, and their words and deeds are 
prompted by fancy and superstition. 


Anent this matter [meaning to pay attention to what is about to be written], we have 


revealed in the Book of Aqdas [book of laws] the following words which radiate the light of 
divine mercy: 
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Oh my Branches! A mighty power and supreme potency is hidden and concealed in the 
world of being. Focus you gaze upon it and upon the direction of its unity, not upon the 
differences which are apparent therein. 

God’s Will and Testament enjoins upon the branches, the twigs, and the kinsfolk, one and 
all, to gaze unto the most great Branch. Consider what we have revealed in my Book of 
Aqdas, to wit: 

“When the sea of My Presence is exhausted and the Book of Origin hath reached its end, 
turn you unto him [‘Abdu’l-Baha] who is desired by God — he who is issued from this ancient 
Root.” 


In the book of Isaiah, the eleventh chapter, beginning with the first verse we read: 


And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 


Jesse was the father of David and the stem is his reproductive organ. The rod symbolizes the authority of 
this individual; a scepter that a king holds in his hand. The son of Jesse is King David. This root of Jesse, 
from which the “Branch shall grow out,” appears in the latter days. Isaiah 11:10 explains “in that day 
there shall be a root of Jesse,” meaning it would appear in the latter days. This “root” is Baha’u’ llah, the 
Universal Manifestation who sits upon the throne of David, and the “Branch” is his son, ‘Abdu’1-Baha. 
The continuing verses in Isaiah refer to the Branch, ‘Abdu’|-Baha. 


And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, and shall 
make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord; and he shall not judge after the 
sight of his eves, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears. 


‘“Abdu’l-Baha does not bring justice to the world personally. In his Will & Testament, he delineates the 
institution of a Universal House of Justice with the Davidic king or guardian, as it head. It is through this 
body that justice will be given unto all peoples and nations of the world. For the first time in the history of 
the world we will have justice. Each Manifestation emphasizes a particular quality or attribute of God. 
Moses emphasized the Law, Buddha, Enlightenment, Zoroaster, Purity, Krishna, Detachment. 

Muhammad was a Comforter and Jesus emphasized Love, but we have never had justice in the world. 
Baha’u lah emphasizes Justice. 


Baha’u Ilah appointed ‘Abdu’|-Baha as his successor and called him the Center of the Covenant. He 
further revealed that whatever was stated by ‘Abdu’|-Baha was as if he himself was speaking. Thus unto 
‘Abdu’1-Baha was given what is referred to as “conferred infallibility.”” He thus had the authority to 
delineate within his Will & Testament the formation of a Universal House of Justice with the Davidic king 
seated at its head and a permanent member for life of that body. He explained that this Universal body of 
arbitration would be elected by universal suffrage, that is, all the peoples of the world would have a say in 
who the members of this body would be. 
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“Abdu’]-Baha’s son died in infancy, so he adopted a son, grafting him into the Davidic lineage. As 
previously noted, Paul explained that the times of the Gentiles would be fulfilled only when they 
completely inherit the Kingdom of God and the throne of King David. The Gentiles do not consist of 
Christians only. They are people of all faiths who are not of Jewish descent, for the kingdom of God is for 
ALL people and nations of the world. 


When ‘Abdu’l-Baha adopted his son, who was a gentile, the scepter then passed from the tribe of Judah 
and was inherited by the Gentiles. As the Center of the Covenant, having received conferred infallibility 
from Baha’w’ lah, ‘Abdu’|-Baha appointed his grandson, Shoghi Effendi and created a dichotomy, giving 
conferred infallibility to him and the kingship to his adopted son. This plan was written within ‘Abdu’]- 
Baha’s Will & Testament. The purpose in choosing Shoghi Effendi was due to his unique genealogy, 
being a descendant of both the Bab and Baha’u’Ilah, being designated by ‘Abdu’ ]-Baha as the Guardian 
of the Cause of God. However, his descendancy from Baha’u’llah was through his mother’s side, the 
daughter of ‘Abdu’|-Baha, and thus Shoghi Effendi could not sit upon the throne of David. He was well 
aware that ‘Abdu’]-Baha had adopted a son thus grafting him into the Davidic lineage. Shoghi Effendi 
was given conferred infallibility to lay out the plan to bring the kingship and multitude of nations 
together. Shoghi Effendi was both the “branch of wood,” symbolizing the line of David, and the “rod of 
iron.” In brief, the branch of wood was the rod of authority held by the Davidic kings dating back to the 
time of Moses. Moses used the staff of wood to assert his authority when he demanded the pharaoh of 
Egypt to let his people go. It is the same staff referred to in scripture: “Thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me” (Ps. 23:4). Wood reproduces itself and the lineage that held this staff was hereditary, being passed 
from father to son, the Davidic kings from the tribe of Judah. Other Manifestations ruled with a “rod of 
iron,” that is, their authority did not derive from genealogy but by being prophesied in the greater 
Covenant of prophesied name, address, date, and mission. Jesus ruled with a rod of iron as he was not a 
direct male sperm descendant of King David. Jesus’ station of leadership of an earthly kingdom was 
sacrificed heralding the coming of the kingdom of God and the New Covenant. 


Muhammad also ruled with a rod of iron, coming in fulfillment of God’s Covenant with Abraham 
regarding his son, Ishmael. God had promised that from him would arise twelve princes or imams and a 
great nation would arise from his descendants. Ishmael was sacrificed to make way for Isaac and thus the 
imams ruled by the authority of the throne of David. Husayn, the third imam was asked: “From what 
stems your authority’’? He replied: “We rule by the authority of the House of David, and if we lack 
anything then the Holy Spirit sends it to us.” (Moojan Momen, An Introduction to Shi’i Islam, Oxford, 
England, George Ronald, 1985, p 149). 


This station of the imams was sacrificed to assure the continuation of the Davidic kings. They protected 
the lineage until the coming of Baha’u’Ilah, a descendant of David and heir to the throne on earth. The 
Bab also held the rod of iron, with his station being the herald of “Him whom God shall make manifest,” 
Baha’u’llah. The Bab and his followers were martyred cleansing the Sanctuary of the Temple not made 
by hands. Their sacrifice made way for the coming of the new law of God, or the New Jerusalem, which 
came from the heaven of prophecy with the Revelation of Baha’u lah. 


The ’branch of wood” and the “rod of iron” illustrate the two types of authority God has used to guide the 
people. The plan for the kingdom of God is for these two to come together in one, singular, universally 
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elected House of the Lord or Universal House of Justice with the guardian (Davidic king) at its head, thus 
making a rod of purest gold. 


[A]t one time the Teachings of God were as a staff, and by this means the Holy Scriptures 
were spread abroad, the Law of God was promulgated and His Faith established. Then 
followed a time when the staff of the true Shepherd was as iron. And today in this new and 
splendid age, the rod is even as pure gold.’ 


Shoghi Effendi was the “golden branch” through his unique genealogy, therefore, his successor would 
also be a golden branch. According to the Will & Testament, it was “incumbent” upon Shoghi Effendi to 
appoint his successor in his own lifetime. After Shoghi Effendi, there would no longer be one person who 
had conferred infallibility or absolute authority. Shoghi Effendi fulfilled his incumbent obligation when 
he appointed an International Baha’i Council, naming the adopted son of ‘Abdu’|-Baha, Mason Remey as 
President or head. He also made it clear that this body would go through four stages: (1) the International 
Baha’i Council, (2) a world court, (3) a supreme tribunal, and (4) effloresce into the Universal House of 
Justice. The head, or guardian is a hereditary position, being a descendant of David (branch of wood) and 
is the executive branch and member for life. The elected body is the legislative branch (the rod of iron), 
elected by universal suffrage from all peoples and nations, and together have the unerring guidance of 
God, a “golden branch.” The appointed body of the International Baha’i Council could not be activated 
during the lifetime of Shoghi Effendi as he could not sit at the head because he was not a direct male 
descendant of David. 


When Shoghi Effendi passed away in November of 1957, his wife, Ruhiyyih Khanum, took control and 
aborted Shoghi Effendi’s plan. She had no intention of allowing the appointed body of the International 
Baha’i Council to be born into the world. The words Shoghi Effendi used in his appointment of the 
council were, nascent, meaning in the process of being born, embryonic, evolution, development, 
transformation, efflorescence, and fruition. Latent within the seed (embryo) that Shoghi Effendi planted 
was the legislative body and the executive head of the future Universal House of Justice. He also 
appointed individuals as Hands of the Cause of God to assist him in his work to spread the revelation of 
Baha’w Ilah throughout the world. They were completely under his direction. In the Will & Testament, 
‘Abdu’1-Baha wrote: “This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under the direction of the Guardian 


I 


of the Cause of God. All must be under his shadow and obey his commands.’ 


Ruhiyyih Khanum would have none of it. In a book titled Ministry of the Custodians 1957-1963, she 
wrote: 


When the Guardian passed away the paramount, supremely urgent task confronting us at 
our first Conclave [secret meeting] was to ensure that everything connected with the affairs, 
direction and administration of the Faith was solidly and speedily vested in the Institution of 
the Hands.'* 


The Hands appointed by Shoghi Effendi were not an institution. Within three short weeks after the 


passing of Shoghi Effendi, Ruhiyyih Khanum and the Hands declared that the guardianship had come to 
an end. They agreed that Shoghi Effendi had left no heir and had not appointed anyone as his successor. 
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They declared “bada,” meaning God had changed His mind and that the Davidic kingship no longer 
existed, taking complete control of the faith. They further stated that any discussions “must adhere 
strictly to the solemn agreement we made to limit all discussions of the Guardianship to the references 
made in the messages from our three Conclaves.”’ In other words, there should be no discussion of the 
matter since they had declared God changed His mind, thus, in essence, God violated His Covenant unto 
David. They further put fear into the believers saying that any continued discussion of the guardianship 
could result in being expelled from the faith. 


The Hands continued in their usurpation of the faith and when they made the decision to entirely scrap 
Shoghi Effendi’s plans, eliminate the officially recognized Baha’i Court, to dismantle the appointed 
International Baha’i Council and replace it with a call for an election of an International Baha’i Council in 
1961, and then elect a Universal House of Justice in 1963, Mason Remey, the adopted son of ‘Abdu’!- 
Baha, made his proclamation that he was the second guardian. Immediately a cablegram was sent out to 
the Baha’i world that he was a covenant-breaker and expelled him and any who followed him out of the 
faith. With this usurpation of the faith and violation of the Covenant of Baha’u’llah and Will and 
Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Baha’is around the world have been scattered and are apostate. They are 
no longer under the shelter of the Covenant, the Presence of God. * 


The newly regathered Israel, under its new name Baha’i, was now scattered throughout the world. We 
find references from the "Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs" that speak of the importance of the tribe 
of Levi and the tribe of Judah in the latter days. From the Testament of Rueben we read: "For to Levi God 
gave the sovereignty and to Judah with him and to me also, and to Dan and Joseph, that we should be for 
rulers ...hearken to Levi, because he shall know the law of the Lord...as the anointed High priest, of whom 
the Lord spake." Within another verse, Rueben refers specifically to the one who is to be the Kingly 
Messiah. "For he shall bless Israel and Judah, because him hath the Lord chosen to be king over all the 
nations and bow down before his seed...." His seed would mean the descendants of Judah or more 
specifically that of David, “and will be among you an eternal king." This corresponds to a verse in II 
Kings (taken from the Hebrew Tanakh) which states: "However, the Lord refrained from destroying 
Judah, for the sake of His servant David, in accordance with His promise to maintain a lamp for his 
descendants for all time." God's promise unto David was that his throne would never end and that "There 
shall never be an end to men of David's line who sit upon the throne of the House of Israel.""*° In 
reference to the priesthood we read in the Testament of Judah; ".... command you, love Levi.... For to me 
the Lord gave the kingdom, and to him the priesthood" and in the Testament of Is'sachar, "And Levi and 
Judah were glorified by the Lord even among the sons of Jacob; for the Lord gave them an inheritance, 
and to Levi He gave the priesthood, and to Judah the kingdom." The same theme runs throughout 
virtually all the testaments of the twelve patriarchs, for from Levi and Judah comes the salvation of Israel 
in the latter days. From the Testament of Naph'tali it states: "For through their tribes shall God appear 
dwelling among men on earth, to save the race of Israel, and to gather together the righteous from 
amongst the Gentiles". 


*For a more thorough and detailed explanation of events after the passing of Shoghi Effendi, see 
J. Daniel & R.J. Konezyk, The Covenant of God: Divine Unity (Red Bank, NJ: Newman Springs Publishing 2021). 
Available soon. 
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And the Lord shall bring captivity upon you, and there shall ye serve your enemies, and 
ye shall be bowed down with every affliction and tribulation, until the Lord has consumed 
you all. And after ye have become diminished and made few, ye return and acknowledge 
the Lord your God; and He shall bring you back into your land, according to His 
abundant mercy. 


The time of the captivity refers to the fall of both Israel and Judah after the Kingdom had been divided. It 
was not until the appearance of the second advent of Messiah ben David, Baha'u'llah, that the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah were again united. The Testament of Naph'tali continues. 


And it shall be, that after that they come into the land of their father, they shall again 
forget the Lord and become ungodly. And the Lord shall scatter them upon the face of 
all the earth, until the compassion of the Lord shall come, a man working 
righteousness and working mercy unto all them that are afar off, and to them that are 


near. ue? 


After the regathering of the twelve tribes of Israel under their new name, they once again rebelled against 
God and violated His Covenant. Then God shows compassion sending "a man working righteousness"; 
"...and He raised for them a Teacher of Righteousness to guide them...." Concerning the latter days Isaiah 
writes, "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people.... And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble 
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.""'*® 
The house of Judah refers to the Revelation of Baha'u'llah whose message was in the potency of the Holy 
of Holies within the Temple, one that is not built by hands. The complete restoration of the Temple, 
however, would not be complete without a high priest; "...the Priest whom God placed in [the House of 
Jud/ah...," to teach and establish the Law [Covenant]. This Law is the Covenant of Baha’u’llah and the 
Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the scroll written within and on the back as written in the book of 
Revelation. 


The priest God placed in the House of Judah is the return of Jesus as the high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek. Priest means educator, thus he is the “high educator.” It has been noted that only Jesus upon 
his return is worthy to open the scroll and explain its meaning. He takes the scroll from the one seated 
upon the throne, which is the throne of David. This scroll is the Covenant that Ruhiyyih Khanum and the 
Hands violated, thus Jesus upon his return takes the Covenant and breaks the seals, explains the true 
meaning, and reestablishes the Davidic kingship. 


And I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne [the guardian, Mason 
Remey] a scroll written within and on the back [the Covenant of Baha’u'llah and the Will & 
Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha], sealed with seven seals [the seven violations of the Covenant 
committed by Ruhiyyih Khanum and the Hands/.... Then one of the elders said to me, “Weep 
not; lo, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David has conquered, so that he can open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” 
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Jesus said he was the root and offspring of David (Rev. 22:16) and his revelation is the book of 
Revelation, thus only Jesus on his return can explain its meaning and the truth of the scroll, the Covenant 
of Baha’u’llah. On his first coming, Jesus was the sacrificial Lamb, but he returns as the Lamb with seven 
horns and with seven eyes (Rev. 5:6). The seven horns are the seven alive revealed religions existing in 
the world today: Judaism, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and Baha’i. In the 
Dead Sea Scrolls we read of a “Teacher of Righteousness,” described as “the Priest whom God placed in 
the House of Judah to explain all the words of His servants the Prophets." In another passage the author 
of the commentary writes: "God made known to him all the Mysteries of the words of His servants the 
Prophets." These statements are parallel to verses within the book of Revelation, which state: "...that in 
the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God, as he announced to 
his servants the prophets, should be fulfilled." In a passage from the Hymns, he is called "an interpreter of 
Knowledge concerning the marvelous Mysteries;" he was "the foundation of truth and understanding," as 
well as "the man by whose mouth" God would establish “the teaching" and "within whose heart " He "set 
understanding, that he might open the fountain of Knowledge to all the understanding." A footnote to 
these passages reads: "The Teacher of Righteousness knows all the secrets of divine Revelation." These 
are the same as the “seven spirits of God” spoken of in Revelation 4:5. The one who is the Teacher of 
Righteousness understands all the secrets given by God. The Teacher of Righteousness in the Qumran 
texts is the return of Jesus, the high priest. Such secrets were conveyed by specific prophesied individuals, 
i.e., Moses, Krishna, Zoroaster, Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad, the Bab, and Baha'u'llah. These are the 
founders of the seven alive revealed religions. 


A great oppression came over the world when Ruhiyyih Khanum and the Hands violated God’s Covenant 
given unto Baha’u’llah, the second advent of Messiah ben David. It is only through the words of Jesus the 
high priest after the order of Melchizedek that the darkness of oppression will be removed from the face 
of the earth and then there will be peace. It is written that "the knowledge of the Lord will be poured out 
upon the earth as waters cover the seas, and the angels of the glory [Baha] of the presence of the Lord 
will rejoice in him." The kingdom of God will be firmly established among all peoples and nations 
through the explanations and commentaries of the return of Jesus, the Lamb, the high priest after the order 
of Melchizedek. 


Revelation 5, verses 6 and 7 says: 
Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 
creatures say, as with a voice of thunder, “Come!” And I saw, and behold a white horse, and 
its rider had a bow [rainbow, symbol of the Covenant]; and a crown [golden halo] was given 


him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 


Biblical scholars tend to take the view that “to conquer” is of a military or violent nature. In her paper, 
Lion and the Lamb in the Apocalypse of John, Rebecca Skaggs writes: 


Although many of the references have to do with the endurance of violence by the Lamb, 
there are some cases where the Lamb is associated with doing violence. 


Continuing in Revelation we read: 
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Then I saw heaven opened [heaven of prophecy], and behold, a white horse! He who sat 
upon it is Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war [spiritual war]. 
His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems [many titles]; and he has 
a name inscribed which no one knows but himself [name given to him at birth]. He is clad in 
a robe dipped in blood. Rev 5:8-10 


Baha’u lah referred to his revelation as a robe and to be “dipped in blood” is a reference to those Baha’is 
who were martyred for their belief in Baha’u’llah. Shoghi Effendi knighted this individual as a Knight of 
Baha’u’llah because of his pioneering work to spread the revelation of Baha’u’llah in other regions of the 
world (Shoghi Effendi knighted 150 individuals for their pioneering work). As a knight goes into battle to 
champion his king, this knight, a Knight of Baha’u’llah, champions his revelation by defeating the 
violators of his Covenant with his words, his explanations and commentaries. 


The "white horse" symbolizes the purity of God's religion, the Revelation of Baha'u'llah, and the one who 
sits upon the horse is Jesus the Lamb. "Eyes like a flame of fire" means he is a flame of fire to the 
oppressors and violators of Christianity and the Baha'i Faith, as he exposes their corruption to the whole 
world. 


From his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to smite the nations, and he will rule them 
with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 
rev.19:15. 


A “sharp sword” are the explanations of Jesus, the Lamb that issue “from his mouth,” exposing the false 
teachings of the clergy and the Hands. Like a two-edged sword, his explanations separate the sheep from 
the goats. The "many diadems" are the many names referring to the return of Jesus in various verses of 
the Holy Texts; i.e., the Lamb, the seventh angel, Joshua, Jesus the high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek, etc. He has a name that is known only to him and that is the name given unto him at birth, 
"the Land," as prophesied in the book of Zechariah. When he taught the Faith on Reunion Island it was a 
French colony and the islanders would call him "le land," /e, being the masculine word for "the." He is 
also known as the "Teacher of Righteousness" as found within many of the texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


We see then that the Lamb does not do violence or go out on a military campaign. Ms. Skaggs suggests 
that “Although the Lamb acts as a warrior, he retains the aspect of having ‘been slain’ (as in the first 
mention of him, Rev. 5:6). This verse states: “7 saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with 
seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.” The 
seven horns and seven eyes has already been explained. The term “as though it had been slain” points to 
Jesus, who upon his first coming was the sacrificial Lamb, to atone for iniquity. He did not have seven 
horns and seven eyes. The verse shows that this person is Jesus upon his second coming who knows all 
the secrets of the seven alive revealed religions. 


As noted previously, the 1335-day (year) prophecy given by Daniel is the year 1963. This date is taken 
from the victory of Muhammad in 628 (628 + 1335 = 1335). As Muhammad achieved his victory over 
those who had opposed his revelation, so too will Jesus the Lamb be victorious over those who have 
violated the sacred texts. 
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We have noted in the book of Zechariah that the name in which the return of Jesus would appear is “the 
Land,” or Leland, as the islanders there called him le land. This is the name known only unto himself. 


Leland was a third generation Baha'i and when he was seven years old, 'Abdu'l-Baha passed away. At that 
time, his family was living in one of the largest Baha'i communities in the country, Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
‘Abdu'l-Baha had appointed Shoghi Effendi as his successor, however, not everyone, including nearly half 
of the community in Kenosha, accepted this appointment. Such tests related to the Covenant of God are 
not new. When Moses received the Ten Commandments and came down from the mountain, he found the 
people once again worshipping a golden calf. At the time of Jesus Christ's trial and crucifixion, his 
Apostles had all denied him. These tests are not for retribution, rather, to fortify one’s faith and 
obedience. A schoolteacher does not give the student a test because he/she does not know the answers. It 
is for the benefit of the student, to see how far one has progressed, and to work harder on the areas in 
which one is lacking. Throughout the course of our spiritual education, tests have also been given for the 
same purpose, to help us overcome our defects and weaknesses. 


From this experience, Leland began to realize the administrative members of the faith had their own 
agenda. When they returned to the United States from the islands and arrived in El Paso, Texas, they both 
came down with the Asiatic flu. As doctors of natural medicine, they were able to cure themselves after 
about a week. They contacted the Local Spiritual Assembly and were informed they should come to a 
meeting that night. It was at this meeting when they found out that Shoghi Effendi had fallen ill with the 
Asiatic flu (in truth he had already died). A short time later, they were informed that Shoghi Effendi had 
passed away and they were now to turn to the Hands of the Cause for guidance. They both immediately 
recognized there was something wrong for they understood the Davidic kingship, guardianship, could not 
end. When Mason Remey, appointed by Shoghi Effendi, made his proclamation, they accepted him as did 
a number of others. Leland and his wife were the only two Knights of Baha'u'llah who did not fall for the 
violation of Ruhiyyih Khanum. 


They decided to move to Montana as the university there had a good psychology program, and the state 
would accept their license to practice natural medicine. They were both chiropractors and naturopathic 
physicians. They set up their practice and were very successful in their treatments and healed a lot of 
people. There would be long lines outside of their office. The other chiropractors in town were jealous 
and they did not like him having his business there and told him when he had finished his classes at the 
university, he was to leave town. Leland refused and thus the chiropractors devised a scheme to get rid of 
him. The scheme they created was political in nature planning to bring three cases before a judge they 
wanted removed from the bench. The idea was to have them found guilty and in the meantime their man 
for Attorney General would be elected and then they would appeal the case and have it overthrown and 
have the judge removed from the bench. Before the election, however, it was found that their man was 
involved in corruption in Butte, Montana, involving prostitution and lost the election. Thus, there would 
be no overturning of the conviction and Leland was sentenced to twenty years in prison for a crime he 
never committed, entering the Montana State Prison on August 9, 1969. He was released four years later. 
In September of that year, Dr. Leland Jensen received a letter from Mason Remey declaring Rex King as 
the Satan of our era. According to Baha’i belief, anyone who attempts to usurp the Faith of God from the 
truth, change the Revelation or oppose God in any way is considered to be satanic. Mr, King had gone to 
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Mason Remey in an attempt to have himself appointed as a regent guardian, which was not in accordance 
with the Covenant. He wanted the position for himself. 


Sometime later, Dr. Jensen found a Bible lying on his bunk after returning to his cell from lunch. It had 
full-page pictures in it and was open at one of these pictures. Careful not to lose the place where it was 
open to, Leland looked on the inside of the front cover to see who had owned the Bible. It turned out to be 
Merle Gardapee's who had just been released on parole in November. It was customary when an inmate 
left the prison to leave some of his personal belongings to friends inside. Dr. Jensen had the reputation as 
a "Bible-thumper" and thus Gardapee gave him his Bible. Leland began to read right at the page where it 
had fallen open to the book of Zechariah, chapter three. Leland began to read. 


Then he showed me Joshua [Jesus] the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, 


and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.'”” 


What first caught his attention was that Satan was resisting Jesus. He thought this to be an interesting 
parallel as Rex King had resisted him in 1963 and that the guardian had just declared his station to be that 
of Satan. He continued reading. 


And the Lord said unto Satan, the Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?!” 


This too was sounding familiar. Rex King had consistently opposed Dr. Jensen on the Council and had 
often been rebuked by the guardian for his actions. Another interesting parallel involved his being a 
"brand plucked from the fire," a name applied to Rex when Brenda Norton took him through the firesides 
under the guardianship of Mason Remey. It was through this effort by Brenda Norton that Rex was able 
to recognize the corruption of the Hands and accept Mason Remey as guardian — "a brand plucked from 
the fire." Dr. Jensen decided to keep reading. 


Now Joshua [Jesus] was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. And he 
answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy 
garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.'°! 


Leland saw another parallel between his life and that of the biblical Joshua. In prison, the charge he was 
convicted of was known as a "dirty jacket." If the iniquity and dirty garments of Joshua had been removed 
then maybe he would be exonerated of the charges against him as well. Continuing in Zechariah, Dr. 
Jensen saw more parallels between himself and this Joshua. 


And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, 
and clothed him with garments, and the angel of the Lord stood by. And the angel of the 
Lord protested unto Joshua, saying, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts; If thou wilt walk in my 
ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt 


also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.'° 
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He did not know what a fair mitre might be. He looked it up and found that it applied to a turban such as 
worn by a high priest. He was beginning to see a parallel to the Baha'i Faith. Shoghi Effendi had been 
working on a plan to establish National Baha'i Courts prior to his death. This was one reason why he had 
established the International Baha'i Council in 1951 on Mount Carmel so the National Baha'i Courts 
could appeal to the International Court. Becoming increasingly convinced that these verses in Zechariah 
were speaking about the Faith he continued. 


Hear me now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee; for they 
are men wondered at; for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.'® 


Dr. Jensen then suddenly realized that what he had been reading was not a history, rather, prophecy. We 
have noted in Book of the Covenant, Baha'u'llah had declared 'Abdu'l-Baha to be the Most Great Branch. 
Leland began to feel rather uneasy. He continued reading. 


For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes; 
behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the 


iniquity of that land in one day.' 


Upon reading this verse, Dr. Jensen felt very much relieved. There was not a stone around that had seven 
eyes. He certainly could not be this Joshua person depicted in the third chapter of Zechariah. 


Although recognizing parallels within the book of Zechariah to the Baha'i Faith, Dr. Jensen would not 
consider himself the person described. There was certainly not a stone wall with seven eyes around him. 
As he had been reading the third chapter, he did relate that he felt a presence and heard a voice that he 
was the Joshua of that third chapter. This greatly disturbed him, and he told it to leave, believing it to be 
an evil spirit. At the request of another inmate who was being released on parole, Dr. Jensen took a job 
working in the Administration building processing new inmates. One day he heard one of the guards 
saying they were bringing another one in through tower seven. With some trepidation, Dr. Jensen asked 
the guard about the wall around the prison and the number of towers. To his astonishment, the guard told 
him the wall was made of stone and there were seven towers with a guard posted in each. Feeling weak, 
he told the guard he needed to go to his cell and lay down. He now realized there was no longer any doubt 
that he was the Joshua as prophesied in the third chapter of Zechariah. He did not wish to be this Joshua 
and refused to mention his experience to anyone. His wife would visit him every week and she noticed a 
change and asked him what was wrong. He said it was nothing, but she knew him all too well and knew 
something was on his mind. He then explained to her his experience and that he was the promised Joshua 
and she told him that she was aware of that all along. She reminded him that it would be the Knights of 
Baha'u'llah who would establish the Kingdom and therefore it could not be anyone else. It was 1971, and 
while out in the yard at the prison, a man named Harry Stroup told him that he was the promised Joshua 
spoken of in Zechariah and that the prison was the "stone with seven eyes." This realization was through 
his personal meditations on the book of Zechariah. This occurred on April 29, and that evening, while 
giving a fireside, now having two witnesses, Leland revealed the proofs that he fulfilled the prophecies 
for the promised Joshua of the third chapter of Zechariah. 


Dr. Jensen made his proclamation in 1971, the same year prophesied by Zoroaster. 
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The appearance of the last Saoshyant within Zoroastrianism 1s called Astvatereta, who is foretold to 
appear within the third and final millennium. Zoroaster appeared at the midway point of the Adamic cycle 
and thus the establisher would appear 3000 years later. Zoroaster was quite specific as to the time when 
this Astvatereta would come. 


And when thirty winters of the tenth century are unelapsed, that maiden, who is Gobak- 
abu, walks up to the water, she that is the mother of that testifying Saoshyant who is the 
guide to conveying away the opposition of the destroyer.... That maiden whose title is 
All-overpowerer is thus all-overpowering, because through giving birth she brings forth 
him who overpowers all, both the affliction owing to demons, and also that owing to 
mankind.'® 


2971 years, Saoshyant is born.! 


As Zoroaster came in 1000 BC, the elapsed time of 2971 years would bring us to the year 1971, the very 
year in which Dr. Jensen made his proclamation. 


Dr. Leland Jensen is this high priest prophesied in Zechariah. "And he showed me Joshua, the high priest 
standing before the angel of the Lord...." Within the Douay version (Catholic) of scripture it states that he 
"showed me Jesus the high priest...." Joshua is the Aramaic for the Hebrew Yehoshua, and Jesus is the 
Greek word for Joshua. "Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments..." Dr. Jensen was convicted of a 
"dirty jacket," thus being clothed in filthy garments. In verse four of Zechariah it says: "Take away the 
filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee...." 
The World Book Dictionary defines "iniquity" as a "very great injustice or wickedness." Dr. Jensen was 
unjustly charged and convicted through the wickedness of those who wished to end his career as a 
chiropractor and naturopathic physician as well as for their own political gain. In verse nine we read: "J 
will remove the iniquity of that (the) land in one day." The iniquity of this verse is the same as the iniquity 
of Jesus in the fourth verse. Thus, Zechariah provides the name in which the coming of Jesus as high 
priest would appear and it is a name known only unto him. 


Dr. Jensen did not go to the prison and knock on the front door asking to be let in. He was in the plan of 
God from the very beginning that has no beginning, the “polished arrow hidden in the quiver.” He 
appears from the heaven of prophecy within the Greater Covenant, meaning, he is prophesied by name, 
date, address, and mission. He is not a Manifestation , as he does not bring a new Revelation, rather, he is 
the establisher of the Revelation brought by Baha'u'llah. He comes in the Greater Covenant to show he 
has been given his authority from God. As the "seventh angel," "Jesus the Lamb," "Jesus the high priest 
after the order of Melchizedek," he restores the Covenant of Baha'u'llah and the Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, breaking the seven seals. 


The Covenant is also represented as the Tree of Life. The principle of grafting the believers to the Tree of 
Life and cutting off the dry and weak natural branches was spoken of by Paul. According to Paul's letter 
to the Galatians, believers in Jesus the Christ would be heirs to the blessings promised to Abraham and 
his descendants. "Jf you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.""’ 


He also speaks of this in his letter to the Romans. "You will say, ‘Branches were broken off so that I might 
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be grafted in.' That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast only through 
faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe.""® As the legally adopted son of 'Abdu'l-Baha, Mason 
Remey was grafted into the line of Aghsan as the appointed President of the "embryonic" Universal 
House of Justice. In The Baha World Faith, 'Abdt'l-Baha wrote: 


"Through the power of the divine springtime, the celestial clouds and the heat of the Sun 
of Reality, the Tree of Life is just beginning to grow. Before long it will produce buds, 
bring forth leaves and fruits and cast its shade over the East and the West. This Tree of 
Life is the Book of the Covenant.'” 


There is no unity in this world except through Baha'u'llah's Book of the Covenant. Thus 'Abdu'l-Baha 
stated that the Covenant is the Tree of Life. Shoghi Effendi established both the legislative and executive 
branches, in embryonic form, that in the fullness of time the Universal House of Justice would be 
established bringing peace and justice to the world. It is not Baha'u'llah's Universal House of Justice if it 
does not contain the two branches, the executive and the legislative. 


The legislative body must reinforce the executive, the executive must aid and assist the 
legislative body so that through the close union and harmony of these two forces, the 
foundation of fairness and Justice may become firm and strong, that all the regions of 


the world may become even as Paradise itself.'”° 


The "throne" as mentioned in the book of Revelation is the throne of David and the one seated on the 
throne is the Davidic king and therefore does not explain the meaning of the Covenant, the scroll written 
within and on the back, the New Jerusalem or Law. The "seventh angel," Jesus the Lamb, is the only 
individual who can open the scroll and explain the true meaning of the Covenant. The seven seals are 
seven violations of the Covenant committed by Ruhiyyih Khanum and the Hands. These mysteries were 
left unexplained and remained veiled until the coming of Jesus the Lamb, and unto him shall the gathering 
of the people be, regathering Israel under its new name a second time. 


And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcast of Israel 
[those who oppose the Covenant], and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the 
four corners of the earth.!”! 


The Covenant is an ensign to the people because it will exist forever as the Davidic lineage will never 
end. The genealogy of David is of the line of Judah from David through 'Abdu'l-Baha until the coming of 
Shiloh when it is then given over to the Gentiles. Ruhiyyih Khanum and the Hands are the “interpreters 
of error," eliminating the Davidic lineage when they violated the Covenant. As written in the Qumran 
Texts, "... it concerns those who betrayed the New Covenant [the Covenant of Baha'u'llah] for they did 
not believe in the Covenant of God and profaned His Holy Name." The mission of the "Teacher of 
Righteousness" and the return of Jesus are the same, explaining the truth of the Covenant, thus, setting 
things right. When the Covenant was violated, the Presence of God was no longer with the Baha'is and 
therefore the world became bereft of God's guidance. If not for the return of Jesus, through his 
explanations and commentaries, the world would never understand the meaning of the new Covenant and 
thus no flesh would be left alive in the hour of judgment. 
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One of the titles given to 'Abdu'l-Baha was "the Mystery of God," which is related to his Will and 
Testament, containing the seven mysterious provisions, which are sealed, meaning unexplained or veiled. 
Revelation 10:7 shows that these provisions will be explained by the seventh angel. "...but that in the 


days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God, as he announced to his 
servants the prophets, should be fulfilled." The mystery of God is the dichotomy in the Covenant — its two 
different parts — and how they are to be united. The Mystery of the Kingdom is the Plan of God to unite 


these two parts of the Covenant. Baha'u'llah referred to 'Abdu'l-Baha as the "mystery of God" because 
‘Abdu'l-Baha had opened the Davidic Kingship to the Gentiles through his adoption of Mason Remey. 
The Apostle Paul wrote that the "eternal purpose of God" is to completely bring the Gentiles into the 
kingdom of God. The Gentiles inherited the kingdom of God in its fullness with the adoption of Mason 
Remey by 'Abdu'l-Baha and thus the stage has been set for the kingdom of God to become a multitude of 
nations. Thus, the "mystery of God," those mysteries in the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha, are 


bound into one mystery, which is the Plan of God, the Covenant itself. 


Krishna ; : Moses 


Buddha Zoroaster 


Testis 


the Bab Muhammad 


Baha'u'llah 
| 
ha eretz 
(the Land) 


Kabbalah Tree 
Path of the Flaming Sword 


The "mystery of God," which is to be fulfilled in the days of the 
"seventh angel," that is, with his breaking the seals, has to do with the 
fulfillment of the Covenant, which is none other than God's Kingdom 
on earth. 


Dr. Leland Jensen, the establisher of the Baha'i Faith, the "seventh 
angel," Jesus the Lamb, takes the "scroll" from the one seated on the 
throne and breaks its seals. The scroll, Covenant, is now open, 
meaning the veils or seals on this Covenant have been removed and 
the true meaning has been given through the explanations of Jesus the 
Lamb. The explanation of these seals and the violation of Ruhiyyih 
Khanum and the Hands are made known for the entire world to see. 


As the Covenant is also represented as the Tree of Life, which is 
Baha’u’llah’s Book of the Covenant, the Kitab-i-Ahd, this Tree of Life 
is also represented within the Kabbalah Tree, described in Genesis 
3:22-24. 


Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has become one of 
us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand 
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever...." 
He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden 
he placed cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every 
way, to guard the way to the tree of life. 


Having fled the city of Ur, Abraham went north into Haran, raised an army to war against the pagan 


Trinitarian kings and then went on into Jerusalem. It is here where he met Shem and enrolled in the Bet 
Midrash, or house of study. Completing his studies under Shem, he wrote what the Dans (or Danes) 


referred to as the World Tree or Kabbalah, the Tree of Life. There are nine parts to the Kabbalah with the 
path of the flaming sword connecting the nine. There is also a tenth part, which is rooted in the land. The 
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Zohar, considered as the main book on the Kabbalah, foretells that the tenth part will appear in the 

Temple. Within this one symbol is contained the full plan of God with the establishment of His Kingdom 
through the resurrection of Jesus as high priest after the order of Melchizedek, the one who appears in the 
Temple to explain the Covenant. Only by coming through him is one able to eat of the Tree of Life. This 
is what Jesus meant when he said no one comes to the Father (Baha'u'llah/Covenant) except through him. 


Since the return of Jesus is not a Manifestation, he is symbolized in the Kabbalah as "the root." As a plant 
receives its nourishment through the root, the Covenant of God, this Tree of Life, receives its life through 
Jesus. Baha'u'llah is the Ancient Root, and the Tree of Life, his Covenant, is planted in "the land." 
Without it being so, the tree would wither and die. 


Through the Covenant of Baha'u'llah, all the previous Revelations are united together as one. There 
cannot be unity of the peoples and nations of the world without our understanding, recognition, and 
acceptance that all people are part of one global family and all religions are one having a common 
foundation. As Baha'u'llah fulfills all the prophecies contained within the previous Revelations, so too is 
the return of Jesus confirmed as the one who would come to establish the kingdom. 


The Kabbalah shows through the universal Revelation given by Baha'u'llah, all the worlds’ major 
religions are united in their message. This Ancient Root is firmly planted in the land, ha Ertetz, and with 
his explanations, the peoples and nations of the world will become united under the Covenant, the 
kingdom of God on earth. 


From scripture it is also clear that only Jesus upon his return can explain the symbolism within the book 
of Revelation. Vain imaginings and misconceptions to the nature of Jesus' return and end-time events 
have led the masses astray. In the first chapter of Revelation, it says, "Behold, he is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will see him, every one who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on 
account of him." The clouds represent the misconceptions within Christianity and the Baha'i Faith that 
veil the people from seeing the truth. Due to the great oppression that came over the Covenant by the 
hands of the violators, the world must now pass through the great tribulation as foretold in all the Holy 
Books. It is on this account that peoples of the earth will wail, for they fail to recognize the golden criteria 
of the coming of Mirza Husayn 'Ali Nuri, the Glory of the Father, Baha'u'llah, the second advent of 
Messiah ben David as established by the resurrection of the Son, the return of Jesus, the Lamb. 


The only sure salvation is obedience to the Covenant of God, the truth of which has been given through 
the explanations of the return of Jesus the Lamb, the seventh angel, high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek. All that come under the shadow of the Covenant of God, the Tree of Life, will be saved 
from the fiery ordeal that is soon to fall upon humankind. 


Jesus the Christ gave unto humanity a unique description of events that will ultimately usher in a new age 
of peace and justice, an age prophesied as the Great Day of the Lord (Judgment) and God's Kingdom on 
earth (a thousand years of Peace). A Kingdom requires that there be a King and God preserved the 
Davidic lineage throughout the centuries, with a promise that the line of David would never end. History 
and scripture clearly define the One who is to come is Baha'u'llah, the second advent of Messiah ben 
David. He appears within the Greater Covenant, prophesied by name, date, address and mission. His 
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establisher also appears within the Greater Covenant, one who comes in many names, the return of Jesus, 
high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 


The Christian clergy preach a different gospel from that spoken by Jesus and the Apostles. Paul wrote in 
his letter to the Galatians: "4s we have said before, so now I say again, If any one is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed."'” The Christian world today worships 
an imagined god, which in truth, is the ancient Babylonian religion brought about through Nimrod and 
Semiramis. This is the gospel contrary to the true teachings, the worship of a god-man, an idol created 
from the imagination of mortal man. In the eighteenth chapter of Revelation, it speaks of Babylon the 
Great, a reference to Rome where we find the prophet of the antichrist, the residing place of the great 
whore of Babylon. 


For all nations have drunk the wine of her impure passion, and the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich 
with the wealth of her wantonness.... Render to her as she herself has rendered, and 
repay her double for her deeds; mix a double draught for her in the cup she mixed...so 
shall her plagues come in a single day, pestilence and mourning and famine and she shall 
be burned with fire; for might is the Lord God who judges her.!” 


This passage is a reference to the first wind of destruction; "her plagues come in a single day...and she 
shall be burned with fire." Revelation reveals the first wind of destruction will be over in one hour. "And 
the kings of the earth, who committed fornication and were wanton with her, will weep and wail over her 
when they see the smoke of her burning; they will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, Alas! 
Alas! Thou great city, thou mighty city, Babylon! In one hour has thy judgment come.'"”4 


In the book of Revelation it is recorded: 


And this was how I saw the horses in my vision: the riders wore breastplates the color of 
fire and of sapphire and of sulphur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, 
and fire and smoke and sulphur issued from their mouths. By these three plagues a third 
of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulphur issuing from their mouths. For 
the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; their tails are like serpents, 
with heads, and by means of them they wound.'”° 


Zechariah also had visions of the latter days and in the fifth chapter he writes: 


Again, I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a flying scroll! And he said to me, "What do 
you see?" I answered, "I see a flying scroll; its length is twenty cubits, and its breadth ten 
cubits." Then he said to me, "This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole 
land; for every one who steals shall be cut off henceforth according to it, and every one 
who swears falsely shall be cut off henceforth according to it. I will send it forth, says the 
Lord of Hosts, and it shall enter the house of the thief, and the house of him who swears 
falsely by my name; and it shall abide in his house and consume it, both timber and 


stones."”° 
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Peter gave warning that the "the heavens and earth that now exist have been stored up for fire, being kept 
until judgment and destruction of ungodly men.... But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth 


and all its works that are upon it will be burned up.""”” 


These visions and warning all relate to the first wind of destruction — a strategic limited thermal-nuclear 
war. The "scroll" seen by Zechariah is the missile that delivers the warhead; "their tails are like serpents," 
the missile, "with heads," the nuclear warhead and "consume it, both timber and stones." The colors seen 
when a warhead detonates are the color of sapphire and sulphur. In the King James version, it isn't 
sapphire, but jacinth, which is hyacinth, a brownish, reddish or orange zircon (golden) color. The three 
plagues are the manner in which one-third will be destroyed by radiation, heat and percussion. This is the 
"curse" that goes out over the face of the earth. "For every one who steals," that is the corruption of the 
Revelations within the numerous sects and denominations, "will be cut off," destroyed. "Every one who 
swears falsely," the clergy, theologians, Hands, shall be destroyed. "And it shall enter the house 
[churches, Mosques, Temples, etc.] of the thief, and the house of him [clergy] who swear falsely by my 
name [of the Manifestations]; and it shall abide [explode] in his house and consume it both timber and 
stones." In a single day, in one hour, one-third of humankind will be destroyed. 


Similar in nature to the book of Revelation we also find references to the first wind of destruction within 
the Qur'an. 


The Calamity! What is the Calamity? Ah, what will convey unto thee what the Calamity 
is! A day wherein mankind will be as thickly-scattered moths and the mountains will 
become as carded wool. Then, as for him whose scales are heavy (with good works), he 
will have a pleasant life. But as for him whose scales are light, the Bereft and Hungry 
One will be his mother. Ah, what will convey unto thee what she is! — Raging fire. Lo! 
They behold it afar off while We behold it nigh; the day when the sky will become as 
molten copper, and the hills become as flakes of wool.... With eyes aghast, abasement 
stupefying them: Such is the Day which they are promised.!”° 


The same description is given of a nuclear explosion as in Revelation: "the sky will become as molten 
copper." The "flakes of wool," is a description of the fallout that will fall upon the hills and watersheds of 
the mountains, described in Revelation 8:11 as wormwood. "The name of the star is Wormwood. A third 
of the waters became wormwood, and many men died of the water, because it was made bitter." 
Chernobyl, the Ukrainian word for wormwood, is a bitter wild herb that is used as a tonic in rural Russia 
and was the site where the worst nuclear power plant accident occurred. The water will become bitter, 
contaminated by the fallout, and if one drinks of it, they will perish. Due to the violation of the Covenant 
of Jesus and the violation of the Covenant of Baha'u'llah, we now stand at the very precipice of this first 
wind of destruction. 


One-third of humankind will be destroyed as this war will be fought primarily between the nations of the 
Beast; the United States (eagle), France (leopard), England (lion), and Russia (bear), and the dragon, the 

Islamic nations of the Middle East, approximately one-third of the earth. The purpose of religion is for an 
ever-advancing civilization and unification of all peoples and nations. In our age, older laws, ordinances, 
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and beliefs need renewal in order to cure the ills of the world. The World Court, League of Nations and 
the United Nations were all conceived based upon principles revealed by Baha'u'llah. Each of these 
institutions failed because they lack the spiritual qualities essential for world unity and peace. Within 
Revelation, the United Nations is represented as a "black horse." "And I saw, and behold, a black horse, 
and its rider had a balance in his hand....""”’ The United Nations mission was to keep a balance among 
the nations of the earth, to justly settle disputes between the nations. It has failed to keep its mission as it 
lacks the spirit and thus its color is black. 


And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was 
full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of 
heavens because of their pains and their sores and repented not of their deeds.'*° 


The United Nations is the "seat of the beast" 
and will be destroyed, along with a portion of New 
York City, before the first wind of destruction. On 
December 6, 2017, President Trump announced the 


formal recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. Jerusalem is a fiercely contested city. The 
Palestinians view East Jerusalem as the capital ofa 
future Palestinian state. The Old City has the third- 
holiest mosque in Islam, the Mosque of Omar, and 


al a = aide tay ===) itis the holiest site in Judaism. Jerusalem is also 


1958 photo of United Nations Building : sacred to Christians. After the announcement, 

President Mahmoud Abbas stated it would stoke 
extremism in the region. It is not yet certain how this may all play out in the immediate future. The 
Palestinians may address the U.N. regarding Jerusalem being made the capital of Israel as they believe 
any embassy move to Jerusalem would be a violation of international law. There has never been a foreign 
embassy in Jerusalem since the recognition of Israel in 1948. 


Events described within the book of Revelation are not set down in any chronological order as some 
Theologians attempt to claim. As in a dream, the imagery seen by John weaves in and out from one scene 
to another in no apparent order. This great prophetic book could never be understood until the coming of 
the promised one of God, the return of Jesus, who breaks its seals and explains its meaning. 


Jesus mentioned that the latter days would be likened unto the days of Noah with the coming of the Son 
of man, the return of Jesus. As Noah warned of the impending flood, Dr. Leland Jensen, through his 
explanations warns humanity of the destruction that soon will unfold upon the peoples and nations of the 
world. 


In the book of Isaiah we read: "The earth shall be utterly laid waste and utterly despoiled.... The earth 
lies polluted under its inhabitants for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the 
everlasting covenant.""*! This Everlasting Covenant is the "Tree of Life," represented within the 
Kabbalah Tree and confirmed by history and scripture from the age of Adam to the present. God is indeed 
most Merciful, providing humanity with one more chance to abjure it rebellion, sending the return of 
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Jesus into the world to explain the meaning of Holy writ and warn of the impending catastrophes. 
Humanity continues to ignore God's plan for His Kingdom on earth with one of its own design and 
"Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of 


the earth are scorched, and few men left.""°" 


The Christian clergy have done well in giving the people a mirage of ill-founded hopes. There will be no 
rapture of the saints, nor will the same person, Jesus the Christ appear out of the sky. There is no 
individual who is yet to come known as the antichrist and there is not seven years of tribulation. These are 
but the imaginations of a clergy class that has long been out of touch with the true spirit of Christ. Jesus 
stated: 


And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; for this must 
take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places; all this is but the 
beginning of the sufferings.... But he who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of 
the kingdom [the kingdom of God on earth brought through the revelation of Baha’u’llah] 
will be preached throughout the whole world [the explanations and commentaries of the 
return of Jesus the Lamb, high priest after the order of Melchizedek], as a testimony to all 
nations; and then the end will come.'* 


We need only to look outside our window and see that we are in the days of tribulation, a word that means 
“great trouble, misery, severe trial, affliction, oppression, and distress.”’ A world-wide pandemic, social 
unrest, attacks on governments, nations at war, chaos within governments, unprecedented weather 
phenomena. Still, the end is not yet, for such things will continue until the true message of the Covenant 
of God is given unto all people. Only then will the end come. 


The first wind of destruction is but a few short years from now and the people need to decide which side 
they are on. 


The greatness of this day is illumined by that which comes from God through His promised Ones — 
Baha'u'llah, the glory of the Father and the return of Jesus the high priest after the order of Melchizedek, 
the establisher of his Revelation. The Lamb with seven horns and seven eyes has explained the testimony 
of the sacrificial Lamb, who is the Spirit of prophecy. "For the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of 
prophecy." With the revelation of the Bab in the potency of the sanctuary, the revelation of Baha’w’Ilah in 
the potency of the Holy of Holies, and the explanations and commentaries of the return of Jesus, high 
priest after the order of Melchizedek, the true Temple not made by hands has been made manifest. 


From the Testament of Levi, we read that the Lord would raise up a new priest, one to whom all words 
would be revealed and would execute judgment upon all the earth. His "star will arise in heaven, as a 
king, lighting up the light of knowledge as by the sun of the day...He will shine as the sun on the earth 
and remove all darkness from under heaven, and there shall be peace in all the earth.""** Only through 
the words of Jesus the high priest after the order of Melchizedek will the darkness of oppression be 
removed from the face of the earth and then there will be peace. "The knowledge of the Lord will be 
poured out upon the earth as waters cover the seas, and the angels of the glory of the presence of the 
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Lord will rejoice in him."’® This can only mean that the Revelation of the King Messiah, Baha’u’Ilah, 
will cover the face of the earth as "waters cover the sea." 


“The heavens shall be opened, and from the temple of glory [the revelation of Baha’u’llah] 
shall come upon him [the high priest] sanctification, with the Father’s voice as from 
Abraham to Isaac [the Covenant of God]. 

And in his priesthood the Gentiles shall be multiplied in knowledge upon the earth [the truth 
of the Covenant], and enlightened through the grace of the Lord. 

And he shall open the gates of paradise, and shall remove the threatening sword against 
Adam, and he shall give to the saints to eat from the tree of life [the Covenant] and the spirit 
of holiness shall be on them. 

And Beliar [satan, the twisted intellect, the false teachings of the clergy] shall be bound by 
him [removed from the earth]. 

Then shall Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob exult, and I will be glad, and all the saints shall clothe 
themselves with joy.'°° 


The kingdom of God will be firmly established among all peoples and nations. These truths cannot be 
argued against by the philosopher, politician, or cleric. 
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